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Also, a bill authorizing the issuing of patents for 
jands on Green Bay, Wisconsin Territory; twice 
read, and referred to the Commitiee on Private 
Land Claims. 

Also, the petition of Susan Johnston, and the 
heirs of John Johnston, praying Congress to confirm 
his claim, reported upon favorably by the board of 
land commissioners at Detroit, for two tracts of 
land at the Sault Ste. Marie, in the State of Mi- 
chigan. 

Mr. CRITTENDEN offered a resolution in re- 
tion to obtaining from the Postmaster General cer- 
tain information of the cost of the Express Mail. 

This resolution having been read— 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky thought it might im- 
prove the value of the information if the resolution 
was made _to discriminate hetween the amount re- 
ceived from the Government, as he understood 
some considerable portion. of the revenue arising 
from this mail was derived from that source. 

Mr. GRUNDY said he believed there was a pro- 
position to extend the Express Mail far beyond 
its present limits. If the object of the resolution 
was to inquire the whole cost, he thought the reso- 
lution should take a wider range. At present, the 
mail was carried only through the most populous 
parts of the ccuntry; and if the receipts and expen- 
ditures of that part alone were considered, we might 
be led into greaterror. All he wished was to act 

understandingly on the whole subject; and he 
thought if the resolution were made to embrace the 
probable cost of the proposed extension, and upon 
what routes the mail was now carried, the object 
would be effected. ; 

These suggestions having been admitted, the re- 
solution was adopted, and reads as follows: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be di- 
rected to report to the Senate the amount of postage 
which has accrued from the Express Mail since its 
first establishment under the act of 1836, discrimi- 
nating between that portion of it paid by the Go- 
vernment, or any department or officer thereof, and 
that paid by private individuals; and to report also 
the total amount of cost or expense incurred by 
the Government in the establishment and mainte- 
nance of the said Express Mail from its origin; and 
also to report what will be the annual cost of said 
establishment as it now exists, and according to 
existing contracts and arrangements; and also what 
will be the probable cost of the proposed extension 
not yet contracted for, and upon what rottes the 
said mail is now carried. 

On motion of Mr. HUBBARD, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutidnary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the @xpediency 
of allowing to the heirs of Dr. Nathan Babbit, late 
of New Hampshire, deceased, the pay due to said 
deceased, for his services, as a Surgeon’s mate, in 
the army of the Revolution, from the 7th day of 
July 1778, to the first day of December in said 
year. 

Mr. HUBBARD also moved, that the papers 
relating to the petition of Nathaniel Gunnison, pre- 
sented by him at the last session, be referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, that the papers relating to the petition of 
James Wheeler be referred to the Committee on 
Pensions. 


Mr. HUBBARD also submitted a resolution 
which was adopted, inquiring into the expediency 
of allowing G. Morse to surrender a certair: land 
patent, and receive in lieu thereof a patent fora 
like quantity of larid suitable for cultivation. 


Mr. CLAY of Alabama moved that the petition 
of Samuel Miller, heretofore presented by him, 
praying a reward for the apprehension of a Chero- 
kee Indian, guilty of murder, who had broken jail, 
be referred to the Committee on the J udiciary. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the petition of a Mr. Pic- 
kering, praying remuneration of duties paid by him 
on certain paper machines. 

M:. BAYARD presented a petition from Captain 
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Shubrick, of the Navy, praying increase of com 
pensation. 

Mr. WRIGHT presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Potsdam, in the State of New York, 
remonstrating against the annexation of Texas to 
the United States: laid on the table. Also, the 
petition of Elizabeth Patrick, praying to be allowed 
certain back pay alleged to be due her husband, an 
Officer in the late war. 

Mr. CLAYTON presented a petition praying an 
alteration in the post route in Milford, which it was 
represented would materially shorten the distance: 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
Post Roads.- 

Mr. DAVIS moved that the petition of the Nan- 
tucket Steamboat company, for remuneration for 
carrying the mails from Wood’s Hole to New 
Bedford, be taken from the files of the last session, 
and referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 

Mr. BENTON moved that the papers relating to 
the claim of Henry Morfit be removed from the 
files, and referred to the Committee on Revelution- 
ary Claims. 

Mr. ALLEN gave notice that he would, on 
to-morrow, ask leave to bring in a joint resolution to 
so far amend the Constitution of the United States, 
as related to the election of President and Vice- 
President thereof. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
reported the following bills without amendments, 
which were severally ordered to a second reading : 

Bill remitting the duties on certain goods de- 
stroyed by the late conflagration at New York. 

Bill repealing the duties on foreign cordage and 
hemp. 

Bill for the relief of Elisha Town. 

Bill for the relief of Thadeus and Erastus Fair- 
banks. 

On motion of Mr. CLAY of Alabama, the fol- 
lowing resolution, submitted by him on Thursday 
last, was taken up and adopted : 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of establishing a new land district in the State of 
Alabama, to embrace the territory ceded under the 
late treaty with the Cherokee Indians. 

On moetion of Mr. WHITE, the Senate went 
into Executive business; and, after a few mo- 
menis, the doors wer re-opened. 

The VICE-PRESIDENT presented a report 
from the Secretary G&. the Treasury, in relation to 
expenses growing out of treaties with the Chickasaw 
Indians. Read and ordered to be printed. 

Also a report from the Postmaster General, 
exhibiting the contingent expenses of the office 
for the year 1837. Referred to the Committee on 
Finance, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

The Senate then adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Dec. 11, 1837. 
The following Standing Committees’ were an- 
nounced from the Cmarr: 


4 Commitiee of Elections.—Messrs. Buchanan, 
Griffin, Hawkins, Kilgore, Maury of Tennessee, 
Towns, Bronson, Pennybacker, and Hastings. 

Commutlez of Ways and Means.—Messrs. Cam- 
breleng, McKim, Hamer, Sergeant, Jones of Vir- 
ginia, Fletcher of Massachusetts, Atherton, Haynes, 
and Rencher. 


Committee of Claims.—Messrs. Whittlesey of 
Ohio,. Chambers, Darlington, Russell, Campbell of 
Tennessee, Clark, Carter of Maine, Start, and 
Williams of New Hampshire. 

Commerce.—Messrs. Smith, Phillips, Cushman, 
DeGraff, Toland, Curtis, Mason of Virginia, Wor- 
thington, and Hunter of Ohio. 

Public Lands.—Messrs. Boon, Williams of N. 
Carolina, Lincoln, Casey, Chapman, Harrison, 
Yell, Shields, and Gholson. 

Post Office and Post Roads —Messrs. Montgome- 
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ry, Briggs, Hall, Hopkins, Hub'ey, Calhoon ot 
Kentucky, Towns, Duncan, and Palmer. 

District of Cohumbia.—Messrs. Wouldin, Jenifer, 
Dawson, Prentiss, Hawkins, Beirne, C. 1. Wil- 
liams of Tennessee, Davee, and Petrikin. 

Juciciary.—Messrs. Thomas, Robertson, Toucey, 
Corwin, Garland of Virginia, Bruyn, Samuel W. 
Morris of Pennsylvania, Turney, and Cilley. 

Revolutionary Claims.—Messrs. Muhienberg, 
Craig, Underwood, Taliaferro, Parmenter, Harper, 
Birdsall, A. H. Shepperd of North Carolina, and 
Joseph L. Williams of Tennessee. 

Public Expenditures.—Messrs. Haley, Alexan- 
der, Titus, Straton, Romsey, Fletcher of Vermont, 
Crockett, Patterson, and Sheifer. 

Private Land Claims.—Messrs. May, Calhoun of 
Massachusetts, Lawler, Harlan, Beatty, Rariden, 
Leadbetter, Loomis, and Cheatham. 

Manufactures.—Messrs. Adams, Webster, Slade, 
Biddle, Tillinghast, Vail, Naylor, Foster, and Hun- 
ter of Virginia. ‘ 

Agriculture.—Messrs. Deberry, Logan, Phelps, 
Weeks, Spencer, Noyes, Davies, Randolph, and 
Stone. 

Indian Affairs —Messrs. Bell, Everett, Chaney, 
Parker, Campbell of South Carolina, Murry of 
Kentucky, Graham of North Carolina, Crary and 
Pennybacker. 

Military Affairs—Messrs. McKay, Coles, Gren- 
nell, Miller, Rives, Kemble, Mason of Ohio, Me- 
Cleilan of Tennessee, and Halstead. 

Militia.—Messrs? Wagener, Carter of Tennes- 


see, Holt, Allen of Ohio, Griffin, Gallup, Dunn, 


Southgate, and Dennis. 

Naval Affairs. —Messrs. Ingham, Milligan, Reed, 
Wise, Grantland, Moore, Kilgore, Paynter, and 
Anderson. . 

Foreign Affairs.—-Messrs. Howard, Cushing, 
Jackson of Georgia, Dromgoole, Claiborne, Fair- 
field, Patton, Legare, and Hoffman. 

Territories.—Messrs.. Bronson, Potts, Pearce, 
Borden, Jones of New York, Farrington, White of 
Kentucky; Hammond, and Charles Shepard of 
North Carolina. 

Revolutionary Pensions.—Messrs. Morgan, Klin- 
gensmith, Bond, Fry, Johnson of Virginia, Sibley, 
Ewing, Whittlesey of Connecticat, and Childs. 

Invalid Pensions.—Messrs. Taylor, Williams of 
Kentucky, Allen of Vermont, McClellan of New 
York, Herod, Stanly, Mallory, Ayerigg, and 
Piumer. 

Roads and Canals.—-Messrs. Mercer, Evans, Mc- 
Kennan, Snyder, Fillmore, Johnson of Maryland, 
White of Indiana, Graves, and Grant. 

Patents.—Messts. Fietcher of Vermont, Phelps, 
Menifee, Bicknell, and Mathias Morris of Penn- 
sylvania. 

Public Buildings and Grounds.—Messts. Lincoln, 
Legare, Pratt, Mercer, and Jackson of Georgia. 

Revisal and Unfinished Business.—Messrs. Shep- 
lor of Ohio, Noble, Southgate, Henry, and Peck. 

Accounts.—Messrs. Johnson of Virginia, John- 
son of Maryland, Samuel W. Morris of Penasy!- 
vania, Bicknell. and Harris. 

Mileage.—-Messrs. Dawson, Howard, Briggs, 
Miller, and Claiborne. 
Committees which stand through the whole Con- 

gress—appointed last session. 

Expenditures in the Department of State.—Messrs. 
Mathias Morris, Jackson, Sheplor, Yorke and 
Andrews. ‘ 

Expenditures in the Department of the Treasury.— 
Messrs, Allen, Sheffer, Aycrigg, Gray and Holsey. 

Expenditures in the Department of War.—Messrs. 
Clowney, Vanderveer, Holt, Morris of Obio and 
Marvin. ; 

Expenditures in the Department of the Navy.— 
Messrs. Brodhead, Maxwell, Goode, Edwards ani 
Graham. 

Expenditures in the Department of the Post Office.— 
Messrs. Childs, Dennis, Mawes, Gallup and Piu- 
mer. 

Expenditures on the Publie Buildings.—Messrs 
Sawyer, Cranston, Menifee, Dunn and Ridgway 
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The SPEAKER laid before the House the re- 
port made by the superintendent of the coast sur- 


/ 


vey, which, on motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of 


Ohio, was laid on the table. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House a 
report from the Secretary of the Treasury on the 
subject of establishing a system of telegraphs for 
the United States, which was similarly disposed of. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked the consent 
of the House to present a list of bills reporied in 
the last Congress by the Committee of Claims, 
and to move that they be referred to that com- 
mittee, 

Mr. CRAIG suggested a modification so as to 
include all the bills reported by the other standing 
comniitiees, and unacted on. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY preferred the distinct mo- 
tion. He then submitted his motion, embracing 
the following list: 

Bills No. 272 for the relief of Alexander Macomb; 
274, Samnel Sanderson; 331, Ebenezer A. Lester; 
354, Jesse E. Dow; 355, Edward Burges; 785, 
Daniel T. Patterson; 364, William Bailey, Samuel 
Bailey, and Delord; 371, John McCarty; 383, 
William H.Bel!;.397, David Caldwell’s represen- 
tatives; 403, Benjamin F. Mackall; 414, James 
J. Patterson; 424, Daniel Davis; 425, James Ba- 
ker; 428, Roswell Lee, representative of; 430, 
Thomas F. Canless; 464, Joseph Hall; 486, Jona- 
than Davis; 493, Albion T. Crow; 513, William 
R. Taylor, administrator of Jonathan; 515, John 
Addoms, representative of; 525, Thos. W. Bacot, 
representative of; 528, Allen R. Moore; 530, Elias 
Johns; 539, James McMahon; 536, Sarah Mur- 
phy; 557, Abraham Lansing; 553, Thomas J. 
Lawierand S. M. Miles; 561, N. Hedges; 567, P. 
N. O'Bannon; 600, F. Gardner; 69), Benj. Moore; 
€02, Eli Horton; 603, M. Gelston, executor of Da- 
vid; G07, John M. Oliver; 906, John Kreps; 608, 
Christopher Clark; 609, Philip Marshal, et af; 613, 
Curtis Grubb; 627, John B. Perkins; 632, Wm. 
Eadus; 639, Hannah Mudlong; 640, Robert Pee- 
bles and John Graham; 646, Edward Duval, ad- 
ministrator; 651, Richard Frisby; 652, John P. 
Austin and Edward N. Taylor; 653, Alexander G. 


Morgan; 655, Jonathan Elliott; 656, John Wilsen; 


673, John Downes; 692, Christ. Werner; 693, 
David H. Maxwel!; 460, ‘Teakle Savage, adminis- 
trator of law; 711, Thos. Tynor, et al; 713, Me- 
lancton T. Woolsey; 745, Joseph Nourse; 762, 
James L. Kenner: 767, James Herron; 830, H. 
W. Russell; 85°, Truman Brady; 936, Wm. 
Tharp; 942, William and James Crooks; 943, 
James Callan; 944, Farrow and Harris; 945, Con- 
verse and Rees; 954, Joseph Radcliff; $65, Robert 
Folion’s heiss; 968, Thomas Fillebrown, jr.; 969, 
Levy Court, Calvert county, Maryland; 972, 
Hugh McDonald; 973, Charles Benns. 

Mr. PATTON suggested a modification so ag to 
include all petitions, ete. now on the files of the 
House, and undisposed of, which Mr. ¥V. accepted, 
aud.so modified the resolution was agreed to. 

Mr. YELL of Arkansas, in pursuance of the 
above order, sent the following to the Clerk’s table: 

Resolved, That the following petitions, memorials 
and resolutions be referred to the same committees 
heretofore having charge of the same, to wit: 

A memorial from the Legislature of Arkansas, 
praying an appropriation to complete the Memphis 
and Little Rock road. 

A memorial from the Legislature of Arkansas, 
esking an appropriation to complete the road 
from Helena to the mouth of Cache, and to finish 
the road from Jackson to Fort Smith, and from 
Jackson to Fort Towson via Little Rock, and from 
Little Rock to Van Buren,near the western boundary 
of the State of Arkanses, and from Columbia to 
Little Rock, aud to complete the road from St. 
Francis to intersect the Jackson road at Izard C. H. 
via Litchfield and Batesville; also a memorial 
praying the sale of the 16th section in Arkansas; 
the petitions of Lewis Evans referred to the Com- 
mitiee of Indian Affairs; also, the petition of Ben- 
jamin Murphee, L. N. Clark and J. Bland refer- 
redto ihe same committee. A memoria] on the 
rubject of the defence of the western frontier of 
Arkansas, referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs; and a new land distict in Arkansas, and 
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a bill to defer the pre-emption act of 17th June, 
1834, &c. which were severally referred.] . 

The resolution submitted by Mr. McKrnnan on 
Thursday, directing the Secretary of War to report 
a plan of guard posts for the National road from 
Cumberland to Wheeling, was taken up and 
agreed to. 

“On motien of Mr. CAMBRELENG@, the annual 
report of the Secretary of the Treasury on the sub- 
ject of the finances, and the estimates of appropria- 
tions for 1838, were taken up and referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, the House took up 
the resolution for the election of a Chaplain to the 
House for the present session; and the same having 
been concurred in— 

Mr. GARLAND of Virginia nominated the Rev. 
Mr. Fow.rr; 

Mr, CUSHMAN, the Rev. Mr. Jounson; 

Mr. McKIM, the Rev. Mr. Reese; 

Mr. LOGAN, the Rev. Mr. Quay. 

The following gentlemen were appointed tellers: 
Messrs. Gartanp, Cusuman, McKim, Logan and 
LINCOLN. 

The result of the first ballot was as follows; there 
being no choice: 

Whole number of votes given in 171 
Necessary toa choice - 86 
Rev. Mr. Fowler received - 47 

“ Mr. Johnson - - 59 

“Mr. Reese - - 3 

“< Mr. Quay - - 10 
Scattering - - . - 1 

Mr. TAYLOR of New York then nominated the 
Rev. Mr. Jonn Owen. 

The second ballot resulted thus: 

Who!e number of votes - 194 
Necessary to a choice 98 
For Mr. Fowler - 49 

‘Mr. Johnson - 50 

“ Mr. Reese - 74 

“ Mr. Quay - 5 

** Mr. Owen - 15 
Scattering - ~ 1 

There being no choice, the House proceeded toa 
third ballot, the result of which was announced 
to be— 

Whole number of votes 179 
Necessary toachoice - 90 
For Mr. Fowler - 41 

“ Mr. Johnson - 44 

“ Mr. Reese - 83 

‘“* Mr. Quay - , 2 

“ Mr. Owen - 8 
Seattering . - 

There still being no choice, a fourth ballot was 
had, and the following was the result: 

Whole number of votes - 171 
Necessary to a choice - 86 
For Mr. Fowler ; 33 

“© Mr. Johnson 30 

“ Mr. Reese 103 

“ Mr. Quay 4 

Mr. Owen 4 
Scattering - 1 

The Rev. Lev: R. Reese having received a 
majority of all the votes given in, was declared 
duly elected the Chaplain to the House for the 
present session. 

On motion of Mr. WILLIAMS of North Caro- 
lina, the use of the hall was granted, for to-morrow 
evening, to the American Colonization Society, 
for their annual meeting. 

The CHAIR laid before the House: 

1. A report from the Postmaster General of the 
expenditures Out of the contingent fund of that 
Department; which, on motion of Mr. M‘KAY, 
was laid on the table. 

2. From the Secretary of the Treasury, trans- 
mitting a statement of the funds received under 
the treaty with the Chickasaw iribe of Indians; 
which, on mofon of Mr. HAYNES, was laid on 
the table. 

3. From the Secretary of the Treasury, an addi~ 
tional report of the monthly returns from receivers 
of the public money; which, on motion of Mr. Mc- 
KIM, was laid on the table. 

Mr. SMITH, on leave, presented a certain pa- 
perin relation to the erection of a light-house; 


which was referred to the Committee on Com. 
merce. 

The joint resolution from the Senate for the an. 
pointment of a Joint Library Committee, was taken 
up and concurred in. 

Mr. LAWLER offered the following, which 
was read and postponed till the 18th instant : 

Resolved, That is is expedient.to reduce, accord. 
ing to some equitable scale of graduation, the Price 
of such portions of the public lands as will not 
sell within a reasonable length of time at one do}. 
lar and twenty-five cents per acre; and that the 
lands which cannot be sold at such reduced prices 
after being so Offered for the term of —~ yea,’ 
should be relinquished to the States severally in 
which they are situated. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, 

Resolved, That the Committee for the District of 
Columbia be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of reporting a bil! to prohibit the making or 
declaring any dividend to the stockholders of any 
bank in the District of Columbia at any time 
when the specie payments of such banks shall be 
suspended. 

On motion of Mr. HOWARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Naval Affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a naval academy. 

On motion of Mr. SHIELDS, 

Resslved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ced- 
ing to the State of Tennessee all the right, title, 
claim, and interest which the United States haye 
inand to the vacant unappropriated and refuse 
Jands within the chartered limits of the said State 
of Tennessee, south and west of a line commonly 
called the Congressional reservation line, on such 
conditions as will secure the occupants thereon in 
their’ occupant claims, according to the existing 
laws of said State, at a price not exceeding twelve 
and a half cents peg acre, aad as will be consistent 
with the compact between the States of North Caro- 
lina and Tennessee and the United States relating 
to said ands, and the laws and ordinances of the 
United States making»provision for schoo} lands in 
the new States. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND of Virginia, 

Resolved, That the ten per cent. allowed to the 
clerks in the several offices of Government, by the 
gen2ral appropriation law of 1837, be allowed to 
the postmaster of the House, and be paid by the 
Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. CARTER, 

Rosolved, That a Select Committee be appointed, 
whose duty it shall be to inquire into the expedien- 
cy ofextending the provisions of the act of Con- 
gress for the benefit of the surviving officers and 
soldiers of the Revolutionary army, passed the 7th 
of June, 1832, so. as to embrace those who were 
engaged in the wars of the United States which oc- 
curred between the treaty of peace with Great Bri- 
tain, in 1783, and the treaty of Greenville with 
the Indiansfin 1795, an that the said committee 
have leave to report by bill or otherwise. 


On motion of Mr. JOHNSON of Va. 

Resotved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
storing to the United States court for the western 
district of Virginia its former jurisdiction. 

Mr. BOND offered the following, which lies over 
one day: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish to this House a statement of the 
several amounts paid in specie by the deposite 
banks on the checks or orders of the Treasury De- 
partment since the 13th of May last, and the 
amount and date of any such checks on which said 
banks refused payment in specie in part or in 
whole. 


Mr. CHAPMAN of Alabama submitted the fol- 
lowing resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
granting the land remaining unsold in the Hunts- 
ville land district in Alabama, and the proceeds of 
such as may have been sold since the first of 
January, 1836, to the State of Alabama, to be ap- 
plied to the further prosecution of the public im- 
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rovements at the Muscle and Colbert’s shoals, on 
the Tennessee river. ; 

Mr. CARTER offered the following amendment, 
which was accepted: 

“And for the purpose of extending the said 
improvement up the Tennessee and Holston rivers, 
by removing the obstructions in them up as far as 
Kingsport, in East Tennessee, commencing at 
Colbert shoals.” 

Mr. WILLIAMS of North Carolina proposed 
further to amend by adding the following; which 
was agreed to: 

“And that tne said committee be further in- 
structed to inquire into the manner in which former 
appropriations of land or money for that object 
have been expended.” 

On motion of Mr. TAYLOR, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
altering the laws relating to bounty lands as to 
allow those entitled to them to locate on any public 


land subject to entry at private sale, or to receive’ 


land scrip in lieu of bounty land. 
On motion, 
The House adjourned. 





IN SENATE, 
Turspay, December 12, 1837. 

Mr. CUTHBERT, from Georgia, arrived and 
took his seat. . 

Sundry private petitions were presented by Messrs. 
STRANGE, GRUNDY, McKEAN, LYON, AL- 
LEN, RIVES, SMITH of Indiana, TIPTON, 
ROBINSON, DAVIS, HUBBARD, and others; 
and,on motion, referred to their appropriate commit- 
tees. ; 

Mr. McKEAN presented a memorial from a 
large number of citizens of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania, remonstrating against the annexation of 
Texas: laid on the table. 

Mr. ALLEN presented a memorial from forty- 
six citizens of Ross county, Ohio, remonstrating 
against the annexation of Texas: laid on the table. 

~ Also, a petition from H. Kingsbury, of Cleve- 
land, Ohio, asking a repeal of so much of the post 
oftice law of 1810 as relates to Opening the mails 
on Sundays, &c. 

Mr. ALLEN said the petition was of considera- 
ble length, and as the petitioner had requested that 
it might be printed, he would move the Senate to 
that effect, and that the petition be referred to the 
Commitiee on the Post Office and Post Roads. He 
would take this occasion to observe that he had 
understood from a gentleman of the House of Re- 
presentatives, that the petitioner was a good and 
excellent citizen. 

Mr. NILES presented a petition from Com. 
Isaac Hull, praying compensation for extra services 
in the Washington Navy Yard: referred to the 
Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. KING introduced a bill to amend an act, 
entitled “An act for the better organization of the 
district couris of the United Siates, within the State 
of Alabama: read twice and referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama, introduced a bill for 
the relief of certain persons therein named: which 
was twice read and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. GRUNDY introduced a bill to alter and 
amend an act relating to the punishment of certain 
crimes within the United States: twice read and 
referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. GRUNDY, from the Committee on the 
Judiciary, reported a bill to establish the boundary 
line between Michigan and the Territory of Wis- 
consin, with an amendment. 

Mr. KING, from the Committee on Naval 
Affairs, reported a bill to authorize the President 
to cause the public vessels to gruise on the coast 
during the winter seascn, without amendment. 

Mr. KING made some few remarks on the neces- 
sity of a speedy action on this bill; which was taken 
up in Committee of the Whole, and ordered to be 
engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. CLAYTON, it was 
_ Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
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blishing a port of entry at New Castle, on the De- 
laware. 
On motion of Mr. TALLMADGE, it was 
Resolved, That the Committee on Pensions be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of so alter- 
ing the pension law zs to allow pensions to widows 
who may have married after the war. 


Mr. LYON presented a petition from George | 


Johnson, praying compensation for services as In- 
dian interpreter; referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


Mr. GRUNDY presented a petition from. the | 


heirs of Francois Cazeau, late of Montreal, pray- 
; > pray 


ing remuneration for losses sustained by said Ca- | 


zean during the Revolutionary war; referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 


On motion of Mr. NORVELL it was resolved | 


that the Committee on the Judiciary be instructed 


to inquire into the expediency of increasing the | 
salary of the District Judge of the State of Michi- | 


gan. 


cation from the Secretary of the Treasury, contain- 
ing a report from Mr. Hasler, showing the progress 


of the survey of the coast, and continuation of the | 
standard of weights an:i measures: ordered to be | 


printed. 


Also a report from the Secretary of the Treasury, | 


in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, in 
relation to ‘the location and cost of marine hospi- 


tals on the western waters, and the regulation of | 
the marine hospital fund: referred to the Commit- | 


tee on Commerce, and ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. BENTON, 500 additional 
copies were ordered. 

And then the Senate adjourned. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Turspay, December 12, 1837. 
Petitions and memorials were presented by 


Messrs. EVANS, SMITH, and CARTER, of 


Maine. 

Messrs. ATHERTON and CUSHMAN, of New 
Hampshire. 

[Mr. Cusuman presented the petition of sundry 
inhabitants of Porismouth, N. H. Boston, Mass. 
and others, praying for an appropriation to improve 
Rye harbor—referred to the Committee on Com- 
merce; of Nathaniel Gunnison, of New Hamp- 
shire, relative to the distribution of the residue of 
the prize money made by the ship Bon Homme 
Richard, Commodore John Paul Jones—referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs ; of Nathaniel 
Gunnison, stating that in 1779, the Continental 
squadron, commanded by John Paul Jones, cap- 
tured from the enemy three vessels, called the 
Union, Betsy, and Charming Polly, valued at fifty 
thousand pounds sterling, which werg sent into 
Bergen Norway. The King of Denmark and 
Norway ordered them to be restored to the British, 


on the alleged ground that Denmark, not having | 


acknowledged the independence of the United 
States, she could not consent to have them de- 
tained as legal prizes of war. This act on the 
part of Denmark has been a subject of negotiation 
between the United States and that Government, 


but whether’ indemnity for those prizes were in- | 


cluded in the compact between the United States 
and Denmark, the petitioner does not; but whether 


it was or not, he thinks the United States ought to | 
respond therefor, and prays that his distributive | 


share, as the representative of one of the captors, 
may be paid to him—referred to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs; of James Wheeler, praying the 
passage of an act allowing pensions to the widows 
and children of non-commissioned officers.and sol- 
diers, who may lose their lives in the service of the 
United States—referred to the Committee on Mili- 
tary Affairs.] 

Messrs. GRENNELL, BRIGGS, CALHOUN, 
REED, PARMENTER, CUSHING, LINCOLN, 


PHILLIPS, HASTINGS, BORDEN, ADAMS | 


and FLETCHER, of Massachusetts. 

(Mr. Apams presented several memorials against 
the annexation of Texas, and moved their reference 
to a select committee, with instructions to consider 
and report thereon. 

Mr. Howarp moved their reference to the Com- 
mittee on Foreign Affaire. 





The VICE PRESIDENT presented a communi- | 
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The above motions lie over ti.! to-morrow. 
Mr. ADAMS presented a petition, praying for the 
abolition of slavery and the slave trade in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, and moved that it and the peti- 
lions presented by himself and colleagues at the 
late special session on the same subjec!, embracing 
upwards of 50,000 signers, be referred to the Com- 
mittee for the District of Columbia, with instruc- 
tions to consider and report thereon. 

Mr. Wise moved to lay that motion on the 
table. 

Mr. Pec.rs asked for the yeas and nays on that 
moiion; which were ordered, and were—yeas 135, 
navs 70, as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Alexander, Anderson, At’herten, Aycrigg, 
Beirne, Bell, Birdsall, Boon, Bouldin, Brodhead, Buchanan, 
John Calhoon, Cambreleng, Wm. B. Campbell, Jokn Camp 
bell, W. B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, 
Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Clowney, Coles, 
Craig, Crary, Crockett, Cushman, Dawson, Deberry, DeGrafl, 
Deomgoole, Edwards, Ewing, Farrivgten, Fairfield, Fry, Gat- 
lup, J. Garland, Gholson, J.Graham, Grantland, Graves, Griffin, 
Haley, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Morrison, Hawes, Haw 
kins, Haynes, tolt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, W. H. Hunter, 
R. M. T. Hunter, J. Jackson, Jenifer, J. Johnsen, W. C. John- 
son, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Klingeasmith, Lawler, 
Legare, Logan, Loomia, Lyon, Mallory, Martin, Maury, May, 
McKay, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, Menifee, Mercer, 
Miller, Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, 
Palmer, Pearce, Pennybacker, Petriken, Phelps, Plumer, Pope. 
Pratt, Prentiss, Rhett, Rives, Robertson, Rumeey, A. I. Shep- 
herd, U. Shepard, Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, 
Spencer, Stanly, Stewart, Stone, Strattan, Taliaferro, Taylor, 
Thomas, Titus, Toucey, Turney, Underwood, Vail, Vanderveer, 
Wagener, Weeks, A. 8. White, J. White, L Williams. Sher- 
rod Williams, J. W. Williams, C. H. Williams, Wise, Worth. 
ington, and Yell—135. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, I]. Allen, J. W. Allen, Bicknell, 
Bitile, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Bronson, Wm. B. Calhoun, 
Childs, Corwin, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, Darlington, Davies, 
Duncan, Dunn, Everett, R. Fletcher, Fillmore, Foster, Goole, 
W. Graham, Grant, Gray, Grennetl, Hall, Harper, Hastings, 
Henry, Herod, Hoffman, Ingham, T. B. Jackson, Kilgore, Lin- 
coin, Marvin, S. Mason, Maxwell, Robert McClellan, McKen- 
nan, Milligan, M. Morris, Samuel W. Morris, C. Morris, Nay- 
lor, Noyes, Ozle, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, 
Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, — Sheffer, 
Sibley, Slade, Tillinghast, Toland, Websier, E. Whittlesey, 

‘hos, T. Whittlesey, and Yorke-—70 

So the motion to liy on the tab’e was Cezided in 
the affirmative. 

Mr. Apams presented several other petitions 
from Massachusetts, Pennsylvania, etc. on the same 
subject, and made the same motions of reference, 
which were severally laid on the table, on motion of 
Mr. Wisr. 


Mr. Apams then presented another of the same 
tenor. 
Mr. Law ter raised the preliminary question 
of reception, on which 
Mr. Apams asked for the yeas and nays, 
which were ordered, and were—yeas 144, nays 60, 
as follows: 


YEAS—Messrs. Adams, Alexander, H. Allen, J. W. Allen, 
Anderson, Andrews, Atherton, Aycrigg, Bell, Bicknell, Biddle, 
Birisall, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Brodhead, Bronson, Buchanan, 
William B. Cathoun, Cambreleng, Timothy J. Carter, William 
B. Carter, Casey, Chaney, Cheatham, Childs, Cilley, Clark, 
Cleveland, Corwin, Craig, Crary, Cranston, Curtis, Cushing, 
Cushman, Davee, Davies, DeGraff, Duncan, Dunn, Edwards, 
Evans, Everctt, Ewing, Farrington, Pairfield, Richard Fletcher, 
Fillmore, Foster, Fry, Galiup, Goode, William Graham, 
Granvand, Grant, Graves Gray, Grennell, Haley, Hall, Ham- 
mond, Hamer, Harrison, Harper. Hastings, Haynes, Henry, 
Herod, Hoffman, W. H. Hunter, Ingham, T. B. ene J. 
Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Kemble, Kilgore, 
Klingensmith, Lincoln, Logan, Loomis, Marvin, Sam:on 
Mason, Maxwell, McKay, Robert MeClellan, McClure, Me 
Kennan, Menifee, Milligan, Morgan, Mathias Morris, Saruel 
W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Mulienberg, Murray, Naylor, 
Noble, Noyes, Ogle, Palmer, Parker, Parmenter, Patter: on, 
Peck, Phe!ps, Phillips, Plumer, Pope, Potts, Prentiss, Rari- 
den, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rives, Rusee!', Sheffer, Au- 
gustine H. Shepperd, Sheplor. Sibley, Slade, Smith, Snyder, 
Southgate, Spencer, Stratton, Tayler, Tillinchast, Titus, To- 
land, Toucey, Vail, Vanderveer, Wagener, Webster, Weeks, 
Albert 8. White, Elicha Whittlesey, Thomas T. Whittlesey 
Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Withams, Worthington, aud 
Yorke—145. 

NAYS—Merers. Beirne. Bouldin, John Calhoon, William B. 
Campbell, JuhnCamphell,Chaoman, Claiborne, Clowney,Coles, 
Crockett, Dawsun, Deberry, Dromgorle, J. Gar'and,Gholeon, 1. 
Graham, Griffin, Hawes. Hawkins, Mopkins, toward, Hubley, 
Robert M. T. Hunter, William Cost Johnsor John-W. Jones, 
Lawler, Legare, Lycn, Mallory, Martin, Maury, May, Abra- 
ham McClellan, McKim, Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Pearce, 
Pennybacker, Petriker, Pratt, Rencher, Rhett, Roberison, 
Rumsey, Charles Shepard, Shields, Stanley, Stewart, Stone, 
Taliaferro, Thomas, Turney, Underwood, John White, Lewis 
‘Williams, Joseph L. Williams, Christopher H. Williams, 
Wise, and Yell—59. : 

So the petition was received. 

When the name of Mr. Rives was called, that 
gentleman rose in his place, and inquired of the 
Chair the effect of this motion prevailing. ‘ 

The Crarr replied that it Jeft the petition still at 
he disposition of the House. 


Mr. Rives said then he should vate for the re- 
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ception, in order to give this petition the same dis- 
JX sition as had been given to the others, viz: lay- 
ing them on the table. 

Mr. Wise explained, that the reason he had not 
‘ riginally raised the question moved by the gentle- 
man from Alabama, was, that the question just de- 
cided had already been decided so often by the 
House, by Southern as well as by Northern mem- 
Hers ‘voting to receive abolition petitions. It was 
for that reason he had moved to lay the motion of 
reference on the table, for he was determined to 
me Lic question at every step where it could be 
vntt. Mr. W. asked the gentleman from Massa- 
chusetts to include all his petitions in one moijon. 

ir. Abams said he could not assent to it. 

Mr. Apams then presented a petition for the aboli- 
tion of slavery in the Teritories of the United States, 
and moved its reference to the, Committee on the Ter- 
ritories; whercupon, 


Mr. Wisz moved to lay that motion on the 
table. 


Mr. Apams asked for the yeas and hays; which 


were ordered; and were—yeas 127, nays 73, as 
follows: 
_ YRAS—Messrs. Anderson, Andrews, Athe ton, Beirne, Bell 
Hoon, Bouldin, Brodaead, Cambreleng, William B Campbell, 
folin Campbell, T. Je Carter, Wm. B. Carter, Casey, Chain- 
bers, Cl haney, Chapman, Cheatham, Cilley, Claiborne, Cleve- 
sau » Clowney, Coles, Craig, Crary, Crockeu, Cushman, 

iweon "De sbeiry, Dromgoole, Edwards, Farrington, Fairfield, 
ie J. Gariand, Gholson, James Grakam, Grantland, Graves, 
<“iriflin, Hammond, Hamer, Harlan, Harmsen, Hawes, Haw- 

ins, Haynes, Hoi, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, Wm. H. Hun- 
ter, R. M. uncer, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, J. Johnson, W 
u aa N. Jones, J. W. J@nes, Klingensmith, 
Lawier, Legare, Logan, Loomis, Lyon, Mallory, J. M. Mason, 
Martin, Maury, May, McKay, A. McClellan, McClure, McKim, 
Menifee, -Mercer, Miller. Montgomery, Morgan, Muhlenberg, 
Wurrey, Noble, Palm r, Patton, Pearce, Penny backer, Petri- 
cer \, Phelps, ares Pope, Pratt, Rencher, Rheu, Rives, Ro- 
herlson, Rumgey, Augustine H. Shepperd, C! 

Shields, Sheplor, Snyder, South: 
Sione, T eee , Taylo Thomas, ‘Tiuius, Toucey, Turney, 
Underwood, Vandervee:, Ww agener, Weeks, Albert ¥ White, 
Joan Whi te, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Wijliams, J. W. Wil- 
liains, J. L. Williams, Chit iopher H. Wiiliama, Wise, Wor-h 
dngion, anid Yeil—)27. 

NAYS—Mesers. Adams, Alexander, Heman Allen, John W. 
Allen, Biddle, Bond, Bordea, Briggs, Bronson, Buchanan, W 
B. Caihoun, Childs, Corwin, Cransion, Curtis, Cushine, Dar- 
iragion, Davee, Davies, DeGrafl, Duncan, Dunn, Evans, Eve- 
ett, R. yee, Fillinocie, Foster, Goode, W. Graham, Grant. 
Gren Haley, Hal}, iLarper, | on Henry, Herod, Hoff 
nap, Seabee’ ties. B. Jackson, Kilgore, Lincoln, Marvin, 8, 
Mason, Maxwel!, Robert MeCiellan, McKennan, Milljgan, C. 

e, ‘Parker, Parmenter, Patterson 


Morris, Na iylor, Noyes, Ox! 

eck, Phillips, Potts, Rariden, Randolph, Reed, Ridgway, Rus- 
aell, Sheffer, Sibley, Slade, Smith, Stratton, Tillinghast 
W hster, I 


; ’ 
Kemble, 


arles Shepard, 
fata Spencer, Stanly, Stewart, 


. Toland, 
2. WhitUesey, and Thomas T. Whittlesey—73. 

So the motion of reference was laid upon the 
table. 

So the petition was laid on the table. 

Messrs. Cranston and Tittincuast of Rhode 
I:land.] 

Petitions and me 
sented by 

Messrs. TOUC LY, NGHAM, HOLT, } 

and WHIT? LESEY of Connecticut. 

Messrs. HALL, ALLEN, SLADE, 2 

LETT of Vermont. 

Messrs. LOOMIS, BICKNELL, MOORE, 
FILLMORE, VANDEVEER, KEMBLE, CUR- 
TiS, MARVIN. TAYLOR, PARKER, BRON- 
SON, CAMBRELENG, RUSSELL, DE GRAFF, 
GRANT, GREY, HOFFMAN, and SPENCER 
of New York. 

Mr. HALSTEAD, of New Jersey 

Messrs. HENRY, MUHLENBERG, BEAT- 
TY, . PETRIKEN, BUCHANAN, PLUMER, 
TOLAN iD, MORRIS, POTTS, WAGENER, 

FRY, and McKENNAN, of Pennsylvania. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House the fol- 
lowing Executive communications: 

1. From*the Secretary of the Treasury, transmit- 
ting the anaual reports of the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, laid on the table. 

From the same, transmitting a statement of 
the contingent exdenditures of that Department. 

On motion of Mr. CUSHMAN, laid on the table. 

3. From the same, containing the survey ef the 
coast south of Chesapeake Bay, with reference to 
the construction of additional light-houses, bea- 
cons, buoys, &e. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, 
Cominittee on Commerce. 


Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio asked leave to 


wurials were then furiher pre- 
[ALEY, 


nd EVE- 


referred to the 
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report the bills referred to the Committee of Claims 
yesterday ; but it was objected to, 

On motien of Mr. TILLINGHAST, 

The House adjourned 


House or Representatives, 2 
Dec. 12, 1837. § 
GrentieMen: In the report of the” proceedings 
of this House yesterday, as published in your 
paper of that date, on the resolution offered by 
myself for a further appropriation of land to 
Alabama, to continue the improvements at the 
Muscle and Colbert shoals, it is erroneously 
siated that I accepted the amendment offered by 
General Carrer of Tennessee. 
I refused to accept the amendment alluded to, 
and stated my reasons fully to the House. 
Your ob’t servant, 
R. CHAPMAN. 
Messrs. Biair and Rives. 


IN SENATE, 
Wepnespay, Dec. 13, 1837. 

Messrs. BLACK and SOUTHARD appeared 
and took their seats. 

The Hon. WILSON LUMPKIN, Senator elect 
from Georgia, and the Hon. A. H. SEVEIR, Se- 
nator elect from Arkansas, were duly qualified and 
took their seats. 

Private petitions were presented by Mr. SMITH 
of Indiana, PRENTISS, WALL, KNIGHT, 
CLAYTON and others, and referred to the ap- 
propriate Committees, 

Also, on motion, papers of a private character 
presented on last session were removed from the 
files and severally referred. 

Mr. RUGGLES presented the petition of Mr. 
Perkins, a citizen of the United States, though for 
many years a resident of Great Britain, stating 
that he was the inventor of an improved mode of 
warming the public buildings, and praying that 
the officer charged with the issuing of patents, may 
be specially authorized to issue in his favor, though 
absent: referred to the Committee on Patents. 

On motion of Mr. PRENTISS, it was 

Reso'ved, ‘That the Committee on Pensions be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a pension agency at Montpelier, in the 
State of Vermont, tor the payment of all pension- 
ers of the United States resident in the counties of 
Washington, Orange, Caledonia, Orleans, Essex, 
and Lamoille, in said State. 

On motion of Mr. TIPTON, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to transmit to the Senate copies of all in- 
structions to registers and receivers of the different 
land offices respecting pre-emption rights, and the 
other description of claims on the public lands, 
commonly called ‘floats,’ with copies of the 
opinions of the late or present Attorney General 
respecting these claims. 

Also, on motion of Mr. TIPTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and 
Canals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of making an appropriation for the constructing a 
road in the States of Ohio, Indiana and Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE, it was 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of providing by law for the payment of the heirs 
and representatives of Lieutenant William Red- 
mond, deceased, the commutation money pro- 
mised the officers of the continental line who should 
continue in service to the end of the war of the Re- 
volution, and that the said committee report by 
bill or otherwise. 

Agreeably to notice given, Mr. KING introduc- 
eda bill for the encouragement of the employment 
of boys in the vessels of the United States: read 
twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce. 

Mr. HUBBARD introduced a bill to authorize 
the payment of invalid pensioners in certain cases: 
read twice, and referred to the Committee on Pen- 
sions. - 


Mr. YOUNG introduced a bill for the relief of 
John Newton. Mr. Y. said he would take this 
occasion to mention that the case in question had 
before been presented, and had been favorably 
acted on, but had been lost in the other House for 


want of time: no dowbt existed in his mind of the 
merits of the case. The bill having been rea 
twice, was referred to the Committee on Publie 
Lands. 

Mr. YOUNG also introduced a bill to authorize 
certain soldiers of the last war with Great Britain 
to surrender their bounty lands, and to select others: 

read twice, and referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands. 

Also, a bill for the relief of Jane Warner; which 
was twice read, and referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 

Mr. CLAY of Kentucky introduced a bill for the 
benefit of the executrix of the late R. H. Lee: read 
wice and referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Relations. 

Also, a bill to amend an act, entitled, An act to 
amend the several acts in relation to extending co- 
py rights to foreigners in certain cases: read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

Mr. LYON introduced a bill making appropria- 
tions for certain roads in the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin: read twice, and referred to the Committee on 
Roads and Canals. 

Also, a bill for the creation of the office of Sur- 
veyor of public lands in Wisconsin Territory: read 
twice, andreferred the Committee on Public Lands, 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama gave notice that he 
would on to-morrow introduce a bill for the relief 
of William C. Easton. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced the receipt 
of sundry papers of claimants for their services, 
etc.; which were, on motion, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Pensions. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Finance, 
to whom had been referred the resolution inquiring 
into the condition of the currency of the District of 
Columbia, reported a bill in part. This bill having 
pon read by its titl— 

Ir. CLAY said he hoped the bill would be read; 
that he liked to hear every thing in relation to the 
currency. When the provisions of the bill having 
been read by the Secretary of the Senate— 

Mr. CLAY remarked, that bill imposed very 
heavy pains and penalties, and wished to inquire 
why this devoted District was to be thus doomed. 

3efore any thing was done with it, he would in- 
quire of the chairman if the committee was full 
when he was instructed to report it, and whether 
the consent of all the members of the committee 
had given sanction to the report? 

Mr. WRIGHT said he was happy to give the 
gentleman the information he desired, though he 
deemed it rather a strange proceeding at so early a 
stage as the second reading of the bill. He would 
state, for the. gratification of the gentleman, that 
three of the members of the committee were pre- 
sent who had instfucted him to report the bill; it 
was the same, verbatim et literatim, as that pre- 
sented at the last session, which had been discussed 
at length in the Senate, and the yeas and nays 
taken thereon. 

The VICE PRESIDENT announced a oommu- 
nication from the Secretary of the Treasury, con- 
taining a report frem the Commissioner ef the 
General Land Office, showing many interesting 
details in relation to the same: ordered to be 
printed. 

On motion of Mr. WALKER, five hundred ad- 
ditional copies were ordered for the use of the Land 
Office. 

At the same the VICE PRESIDENT laid before 
the Senate a communication from the Secretary of 
the Navy, showing an abstract of the expenditures 
for the year 1837; laid on the table, and ordered 
to be printed. 


A message was received from the President of 
the United States, transmitting certain information 
in accordance with a resolution of the Senate of 
the 12th October last, containing copies of corre- 
spondence in relation to the seizure and sequestra- 
tion of the American ship Mary, by the Dutch Go- 
vernment, at the island of Curracoa in 1810. 


Also, a message from the President, in obedience 
to aresolution of the 13th October, requesting in- 
formation in relation to obtaining from the Mexi- 
can Government an acknowledgment of the claims 
of American citizens. 


Mr. CLAY said he presumed these contained 
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what had already been before the Senate; he thought 

it unnecessary to print them; but afterwards observ- 

ed he was under a wrong impression, and moved 

for the printing, which was accordingly ordered. 
ORDERS OF THE DAY. 

The Senate then took up the bill to authorize 
the public vessels to cruise on the coast during the 
winter season; which was read the third time and 
passed. ; 

On motion of Mr. GRUNDY, the bills to remit 
the duties on go ds destroyed at the Jate tire in New 
York, and to allow a drawback on hemps and cor- 
dage, were taken up, and Messrs. WRIGHT and 
KNIGHT having givenexplanations in relation to 
the same: they were severally ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

The Senate then went intoexecutive business, and 
after a few minutes, adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Wepnesnay, Dec. 13, 1837. 

Mr. FLETCHER of Massachusetts asked per- 
mission of the Chairto make some statements in re- 
ference to a publication which had appeared in the 
Globe of that morning, signed by certain members 
of the Committee of Ways and Means. 

The publication alluded to is as follows: 

The undersigned have seen, with surprise, an 
attack made upon the majority of the Committee of 
Ways and Means, by the Hon. Richard Fletcher, 
of Massachuse!ts, a member of that committee at 
the late extra session. In a speech purporting to 
have been delivered in Faneuil Hall, and published 
in the. Atlas and other papers at Boston, the place 
of that member’s residence, the following statement 
and charges are made, and have not, to. their 
knowledge, been disavowed by him. He says that: 

“During the session, the business projects upon 
which the House were called to act, came almost 
entirely from the Committee of Ways and Means. 
There are nine members of that committee, only 
two of whom are understood to be oppesed to the 
general policy of the Administration. 1 suppose 
you would like to know the manner in which the 
business was arranged for the House. I will tell 
you the }¥ays—the Means you will all see in due 
time. You doubtless suppose that this Committee 
of Ways and Means has some duty to do; some 
ways to devise; some means to find cut; some 
plans to originate and mature for the action of the 
House. The Committee, you imagine, look over 
the Message; see what is recommended to be done 
for the benefit of the country; consult together as 
to the best measures, and lay the resu!t of their de- 
liberations before the House. Is this your idea, 
Mr. President? Is this what you think, fellow-citi- 
zens? Ifitis, fam sorry to inform you, that you 
labor under a very great mistake. I once enter- 
tained the same ideas; but | soon found my error. 
No such thing, sir—no such thing. The chairman 
of the committee steps up to the White House, and 
there receives from the President or the Secretary of 
the Treasury such bills as they wish to have passed by 
the House. The chairman puts the bills into his 
pocket; takes them to the committeeg without any ex- 
amination; the majority of the committee approve 
them; the minority can do nothing; the bills are 
presented to the House, and received as the doings 
of the committee. 

“I aver to you that every impertant bill passed by 
the Tlouse, came to the House, ready drawn, from the 
Executive. The Representatives are mere machines. 
Every measure is an Executive measure. I mean 
by the Executive, the President, and the heads of 
Departments; the cabinet. They origindte every 
thing, put every thing into the precise shape they wrsh, 
word for word, letter for letter, comma for comma; 
and the Executive majority inthe House pass each bill 
forthwith, without alteration—and so far as depends 
upon them, without debate—just as it comes from their 
masters at the white house.” 

The member from Massachusetts alleges that 
the chairman of the committee “steps up to the 
white house, and there receives from the President 
or the Secretary of the Treasury, such bills as they 
wish to have passed by the House. The chairman 
puts the bills into his pocket, takes them to the 
committee, without any examination the majority 
of the committee approve them.” 









































The chairman of the committee states in reply, 
that he had no consultation whatever with the Pre- 
sident concerning any one of the bills reported by 
the committee, nor did he receive either of the bills, 
orany partofeither, fromhim. The usage from 
the commencement of the Government has been 
for the committee, through its chairman, to consult 
the head of the Department in regard to such mea- 
suressas he may recommend for the consideration 
of Congress; for the Secretary to attend on, and 
confer with, the committee, if invited, and to fur- 
nish drafts of bills embracing his own propositions, 
when requested to do so. This is but an act of 
courtesy to the officer who recommends a measure 
connected with the business of his departmen', and 
whose duty it is, when the law is enacted, to con- 
strue and execute it. 

The chairman of the committee did consult the 
Secretary of the Treasury about the bills referred 
to, and he did so with the knowledge and assent of 
the committee. At his request the Secretary of 
the Treasury transmitted to him drafts of most of 
the bills; but the undersigned declare it to be ut- 
terly untrue that any one of them was adopted by 
the committee. The measures recommended in 
the Treasury report were duly considered by the 
committee, but not ene of the bills renerted cor- 
responded in form with any prepared by the Secre- 
tary, and most of them essentially differed in prin- 
ciple from the suggestions of that officer. 

The memberfrom Massachusetts not only alleges 
that the majority of the committee approved the 
bills “ without any examination,” but he “ avers 
that every important bill passed by the Tlouse 
came to the House, ready drawn, from the Execu- 
tive,” and that “the Executive majority in the 
House passed each bill forthwith, without altera- 
tion—and, so far as depends upon them, “without 
debate.” The bills reported by both commit- 
tees, differing as they do, and the proceedings of 
the two Houses upon them, prove these statements 
to be untrue. The two Houses had assembled at 
an extra session, and there was a general desire, 
without regard to party, to make it a short one. 
From its different organization, the Senate was 
enabled to appoint its committees on the 8th of 
September; those of the House were not announced 
till the 11th of that month. Before the Committee 
of Ways and Means met on the 12th, the .Commit- 
tee on Finance of the Senate had been for some 
days employed in preparing the bills; consequently, 
the former had no opportunity to act upon them 
until after they had been matured by the latter 
committee. Both Houses were anxious that all 
the bills should be reported without delay, and the 
Committee of Ways and Means were in session 
daily ull the most important were snbmiited to the 
House. In examining these bills, it vill be found 
that the majority of the Committee of Ways and 
Means not only differed with theSenate commit- 
tee, but with the report of the Secretary of the 
Treasury, both in principle and in deta‘). 

The bill of the Senate authorized Treasury notes 
to be issued bearing interest; the bill reported to the 
House directed them to be issued without interest. 
The former proposed interest from the date, and 
for twelve months only, the latter provided, that if 
they were not redeemed at the expiration of that 
term, the interest should then commence. The de- 
tails of the two bills were consequently essential- 
ly different. At the suggestion of a member of 
the committee, an additional penal section was in- 
troduced into the bill, with the concurrence of the 
member from Massachuseits. The Secretary of 
the Treasury, in, his report, proposed an issue of 
Treasury notes of small denominations; the bill of 
the Committee of Ways and Means authorized 
none to be issued under one hundred doliars. The 
former recommended -that they shou!d be re-issued; 
the latter contained no such provision. 

The next and the most important bill, commonly 
called the ‘divorce bill’? was essenti2'ly amended. 
The bill reported-to the Senate related wholly to 
the safe keeping of the prbtic maney, and con- 
tained no provision as to the medium in which it 
was to be collected. The Committee of Ways and 
Means added another section providing for this 
material point, and altered the title of the bill ac- 
cordingly. 
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The bill further postponing the payment of mer- 
chauts’ bonds, as reported to the House, contained 
an additional seetion, giving a credit on Urescduties 
on merchandise remaining in the public stores 1 
which the duties were payable in cash. a provision 
not suggested in the Ty sasury Report, nor em bra 
ed inthe Senate bill. The Committee on Ways 
and Means, subsequently, and unanimousty, tn- 
structed its chairman to move to strike ont the 2d 
section of the Senate bill, which proposed to make 
the additional credit upon bonds applicab!e to impor- 
tations, for one year from and after the Ist October, 
and to insert the section referred to, extending the 
credit to three and six months on all merchandise 
which was then inthe public warehouses, or myht 
arrive before the Ist of November. Amendments 
were also made to other bills, but those mentioned 
were the most material. 

The member from Massachusetts is still more 
particular in his statements about the origin and 
history of these bills. He says that the President 
and the Heads of Departments‘‘originate every thing, 
put every thing in the precise shape they wish, 
word for word, letter for letter, comma forecmma, 
and the Executive majority in the House passeach 
bill forthwith, without alteration—and so tar as de- 
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pens uponthem without debate—just as it comes 
rom their masters in the White House!” 
The undersigned, to ascertain whether these 


grave and extraordinary charges were founded in 
: the bills fur- 
nished to the chairman by the Secretary of the 
Treasury, with the bills reported by the Committee 
of Ways and Means. No drafts were received 
the bil!s relating to the fourth instalment under th 
deposite act, the banks in this District, or the 
warehousing of merchandise. It is proper here to 
state, that a warchousing bill was reported ata 
former session by the present chairman of the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and prior to the 
recommendation of the Secretary of the Treasary. 
The bills received from the Secretary were tho 
for adjusting claims on the deposite banks; ex- 
tending the merchants’ bonds ; making public off- 
cers the keepers of the public money, and autho- 
rizing Treasury notes to be issued. The bills relatwig 
to the merchants’ bonds, and the claims upon the 
banks reported by the Committee of Ways and 
Means, differ both in language and principle fro: 
those prepared by the Seeretary. Of the ten sec- 
tions of the bill providing for the 
the public money, but three c wrespond with th 
framed by that etlicer. 
the Treasury note bills correspond; they are, how- 
ever, g¢ nerally such as are transeribed from the 
‘Treasury note act of 1815. Vat to 7 

utterly unfounded are the stateinenis © the member 
from Massachusetts, that the Secretary's drafts 
were adopted by the Committee of Ways and 
Means “ word for word, letter for letter, conuma 
for comma,” and as a specimen of the genera! 
resemblance of these bills, the undersigned pro<e: 
the three first sections of the Secretary's draft, and 
of the bill reported by the Committee re.ating to 
Treasury notes : 
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Draft of the Secretary of the As reported by the £ ‘wrrrmiiiler 
: Treasury. of Ways and Means 

Be it enacted, c., That, Be it enacted by the Senate 
whenever the availabje money|ar d Horse of Rey resentalites 
in the Treasury applicable tjof the United States of A 
pudlic purposes, and not on de-jriea in Compre 38 —_ re 
posit with the States, shall be al | hat the t resid te , be | “iu 
any time hereafter less than) States ve, and he ts nereny, 
five millions of dollars, the Pre-| horiz <i two cause Tre sury 
sideat of the United Srates ir) sotes, not hearing intere 
hereby authorized to direet the} uch sum or euure aa he mit 
issue of acknowledgments ot} bink exy € ire wi, hut notexere 
indebtedness, in the form of ng, in the whwie ain tie 
Treasury notes, whenevey’ the| rotes Iss dl, the eam of aie 
public officers and creditors arr | nillions of doliats, end ¢ fe A 
willing to receive the same at pa: | ominations not Jess than ne 
in payment aril 


twelve 


of their claims, o:| andred dollars for 
others are willing to advaner) sote, to be prepared, - ed 
money on them at par, aid ix | ind issued tn | ie mauner iere- 
accomplishing the same pay- nafter provided. 
ment. = 
2 Phat the amount of sab 
note@which may from time 
time be issued shall not excee 
the suin necessary to defray th 
es'imated current demands o1 
the Treasury during the curres 
year beyond the amount 0° 
the current recetts andl the 
five millions aforesaid, to be 
kept in the Treasury to mee 
sudden contingencies, and ren 


rene}, 


Sce, 2? And Ae if Su ther 
nacted, Th it the 1 Tre 
ary notes, authorized tp 

ned by the first seetien of 
his act, shall be reimobursed 
ind redeemed by the United 
tatea, at the Treaeury thereof, 
fter the expiration oj ore year 
rom the dates of the anid notes 
‘eapectively. The reimmburee- 
neat hereim previded for ebail 
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ee 
dor ite Operations prompt, eazy,Jbe made at the Treasury of 
ead uselul. ithe United States to the helders 
jof the said notes respectively, 
jupon presentment; and in case 
‘- presentment and non-pay- 
iment of said note or notes afier 
they become due, the holder 
or holders shall be entitled to 
receive interest at the rate of 
five per cent. per annum from 
the date of demand of pay- 
ment. And for this reimburse- 
ment, according to the provi- 
ions of this act, the faith of 
the United States is hereby 80- 
jlemnly pledged. 

3. That said notes may be in| Sec. 3. And he jt further 
their denominations not lessjenacted, That the said Trea- 
than twenty dollars, andin form'sury notes shall be prepared 
running to the creditor, public\under the direction of the Se- 
officer, or purchaser, and or-\cretary of the Treasury, and 
der or to bearer, redeemable|shall be respectively signed, on 
at the pleasure of the Go-'hehalf of the United States, by 
veroment, and transferrable|the Treasurer thereof. and 
by delivery and endorsement\countersigned by the Register 
o} the original payee there of the Treasury; and that 
on when to order. They shall,'those officers respectively shall, 
as checks of each other, andlag checls upon each’ other, 
for public safety, be sizned by|and to secure the public safety, 
the Treasurer and Register Oflkeep separate, full, and accu- 
the Treasury, and an accurate/rate accounts of the number, 
acceunt be kept by each Ofdate, denomination, and amount 
them of the amount irsued andjof all the notessigned and coun- 
redeemed, the Treasurer being |tersignced by them respectively; 
chareed and required to ac-|which said accounts shall be 
count quarterly tor all deliver-|¢ arefully preserved and Weed 
edto him by the Register forjon file in the Treasury Depart 
signature They shall in alliment; and, also, similar ac- 
cases be receivable for dues ofallicounts, kept and preserved in 
kinds to the United States, and/ithe same manner, of all the 
bear no interest, unless it bejsaid notes redeemed, as the 
found, on trial, that a sufficien-|same shall be returned and can- 
cy of them to meet the publicicelled; and the Treasurer shall 
engagements will not be volun-|further account quarterly fer 
turily received the publiclall such notes delivered to him 
creditors and otiicers in pay-|for signature or issue by the 
ment, or by others for specie,|Register. The Treasurer and 
without interest; in which case|Register of the Treasury are 
interest may be stipulated to be|hereby authorized, by and with 


paid on the face of them not toithe consent and approbation of 


exceed six per cent. per annum,|the Secretary of the Treasury, 


the rate to be fixed by the Pre-|to employ such additional tem- 
sident; and money may be rais-|porary clerks, as the dutics 
ed thereon by sale or delivery/enjoined upon them by this sec- 
at not less than par, sufficient to};jon may render necessary: the 
meet the current expenses af|compensation of each clerk so 
aforesaid. If any of said notes/employed to be fixed by the 
on interest be issued, they shall/Secretary. 

not he receivable for public 

dues of any kind, unless other 

wise directed by the President, 

until the Department is ready 

to redeem them, and may ther 

adopt that mode, or any other 

for such purpose, under such 

regulations as to their redemp 

tien, return, and cancelling, a 

may be deemed most safe and 

convenient. 


in the same speech the member from Massachu- 
setts says: 

‘““A resolution was introduced into the House 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, declar- 
ing that it is inexpedient to charter a national bank. 
You may feel some interest to know how that reso- 
lution was gotup. Iwill tell you. You will re- 
collect that there were only two Opposition mem- 
bers on the committee. The majority would do 
nothing for the people, and the minority could do 
nothing, except to report the doings of their mas- 
ters in the committee and the House to their mas- 
ters, the people; and this at least I, for one, am re- 
solved to do. Very many petitions, from almost 
all the States, were sent into Congress for the esta- 
blishment of a national bank ‘These petitions, as 
they were presented, by a mutual understanding, 
were referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means, and suffered to lie on the table till the whole 
should come in, when, as was supposed, ‘hey were lo be 
taken up and considered. So the matter stood; when, 
on the last day but one on which that committee sat, 
the chairman, without preface or explanation, intro- 
duced the above resolution. It was opposed by one 
Opposition member, Ue other being absent; and the 
chairman was asked what had become of the petitions? 
They yet lay on the tabie; but the majority passed 
the resolution, without opening or reading ene of 
them. The resolution was sent in, and by the help 
of the prev.ous question, “<s forced throygh the 
House. No doubt can be entertained that this resolu- 
tion came down fromthe Executive in the presise form 
in which it passe’. Here was a great and most 
mani‘est outrage on ihe |: berties of the citizens. “At 
least they have the rigiitio sition, if they have no 
other; and yel, in a time of jhe greatest anxiety, 
when it was of the.,most vital importance that the 
views of the people should be communicated to 
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their representatives, here was a successful attempt 
on the part of the Executive to cut off this inter- 
course; to prevent the voice of the people from 
being heard; to erect a barrier between the people 
and their constituents.” 

The member from Massachu<etts states that “on 
the last day but one on which that committee sat, 
the chairman, without preface or explanation, in- 
troduced the above resolution.” The question was 
three tiraes before the committee, and twice post- 
poned at the request of the minority—once at the 
suggestion of the member from Massachusetts him- 
self; and was ultimately postponed to a particular 
day, with a distinct understanding by every mem- 
ber that the question was then to be finally disposed 
of in the committee. He further says that the chair- 
man was asked “what had become of the petitions?” 
The memorials, petitioning for the incorporation of 
a national bank, were generally printed copies 
of amemorial which had been some months pre- 
vious prepared by the Board of Trade of New 
York, and circulated and published throughout the 
Union. Numerous copies of the same memorial 
had been printed by order of the House, laid upon 
the tables of the members, were in the possession 
of the members of the committee, and many 
copies of the same were on the table of the com- 
mittee, in view of the member from Massachu- 
setts, atthe time he says the inquiry was made, 
‘“what had become of the petitions?” The con- 
tents of the memorials being familiar to all; the 
reading was not asked for by any member of the 
committee, and was not required even by the mem- 
ber himself, who subsequently appears as the ad- 
vocate of the petitioners. The member from Mas- 
sachusetts adds, ‘* no doubt can be entertained that 
this resolution came down from the Executive in 
the precise form in which it passed.” The yesolu- 
tion was drawn by the chairman of the committee 
after a discussion as to its form, and in the presence 
of the committee, and of the member himself. 

The undersigned regret that the absence of Mr. 
Owens of Georgia, prevents him from uniting 
with them in repelling the unwarrantable and 
unfounded charges of the member from Massachu- 
setts. 

C. C. CAMBRELENG of New York, 

ISAAC McKIM of Maryland, 

THOMAS L. HAMER of Ohio, 

J. W. JONES of Virginia, 

CIIAS. G. ATHERTON of New Hamp: 

R. BARNWELL RHETT, of S. C. 
Wasnincton, Dec. 11, 1837. 

The question having been put, and the leave 
accorded, 

Mr. FLETCHER observed that the article in 
relation to which he wished to make an explana- 
tory statement, referred to a publication which had 
appeared in some of the papers of Boston, and 
purporting to be a speech delivered by him on a 
late occasion in that city. In reference to that 
publication, he had to say that it had not been 
made by him, or revised by him; nor had he seen 
it until it appeared in the public prints, The pub- 
lication was: in no sense his; nor was he in any 
sense responsible for it; nor had his attention been 
called to it until the article in the Globe of this 
morning had been shown to him. One member of 
the Committee of Ways and Means resided in New 
Hampshire, (Mr. Atherton,) near him; the chair- 
man of the committee (Mr. Cambreleng) had his 
house in the city of New York, within twenty-four 
hours’ communication of him at any time; yet he 
had never heard from any one of the members of 
the committee any thing on the subject of the pub- 
lication in question. He had received no commu- 
nication from any member of the committee until 
he had seen that which was contained in the Globe 
of this morning. The remarks alluded to had 
been published by the Boston papers early in No- 
vember, some weeks before the present meeting of 
Congress ; it was now the second week of the ses 
sion, and he now, for the first time, heard any 
thing from any of the gentlemen of the committee 
touching that publication. 

He saw in the statement in the Globe that the 
genilemen who had affixed their signatures to the 
article expressed regret at the absence of Mr. 
Owens, another member of the committee, and 


who, as they said, would concur with them in al} 
they had stated. They said nothing, however, of 
anether member of that committee, Mr. Sergeant 
of Philadelphia, now absent, but who had been jn 
this city since the commencement of the present 
session. Had Mr. F. received any intimation of 
an intention to submit such a statement to the pub- 
lic, he should’ have deemed the presence ef that 
gentleman desirable. Mr. F. might then have had 
an opportnnity of applying to him in relation to 
this maticr, and the other members of the com- 
mittee might have obtained his statement of the 
facts. ‘Those facts Mr. F. now wished distinctly 
to state. 

At the late session of Congress he had been put, 
a stranger, and an inexperienced member of the 
House, on the Committee of Ways and Means. At 
an early meeting of the committee, he could not 
say whether at the first meeting, though he thought 
it was, certain bills were submitted to the commit- 
tee by its chairman, which, as he understood, had 
been drawn up by the Secretary of the Treasury. 
In fact, the statement of these gentlemen itself ad- 
mitted that most, at least, of those bills had been 
drawn by that officer. ‘The statement said that the 
chairman of the Committee of Ways and Means 
had consulied with the Secretary of the Treasary 
in relat‘on to those bills, and that this had been 
done with the kaowledge and consent of the com- 
mittee 


Mr. F. coul! speak only for himself; he at least 
had had no knowledge ef such consultation until 
the bills had been introduced into the committee, 
nor did the statement assert that such consultation 
with the Secretary was known to the committee be- 
fore the bills in question were laid before it. Mr. 
F. did understand, distinctly, that the bills originat- 
ed with the Secretary; had recived their form from 
him; and in that. form had been submitted to the 
committee by its chairman. Now, whether igno- 
rantly or otherwise, Mr. F. had supposed that such 
a course of things was improper; thatit was a wide 
and dangerous departure from the theory and prin- 
ciples of our Government, which required that the 
Legislative and Executive departments should be 
kept entirely distinct from each other. This was 
not, and could not be, any matter of secresy; and 
he had considered it no violation of courtesy to 
speak of it; he accordingly had stated the case to seve- 
ral gentlemen of the House during the /ate session, 
and asked their opinion in regard to it; he found but 
one opinion on the subjeci—that the course was 
very improper. In the debate which took place in 
the House on these bills, it had been distinctly aver- 
red by one of the speakers that those bills did not 
originate with the committee, and this assertion 
had not been, at that time, denied or answered by 
any one. When he went home, le went. under 
the impression that there was an improper inter- 
ference of the Executive with the Legislative de- 
partment of the Government. 


He had afterwards been called on by his consti- 
tuents, at a neeting held in Boston, to express his 
views in relation to our national affairs. That 
meeting, however, was not, as described in the 
Globe, a meeting called for the celebration of vic- 
tories. It was the regular, customary meeting an- 
nually held previous to the annual election in 
Massachusetts. Ele had been, as he had said, 
calied upon by his constituents to speak to them on 
our national affairs; and, in so- doing, he had 
siated, in reference to the manner of conducting 
the bisiness of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
that the bills reported from that committee origi- 
nated with the Executive—came to the commiites 
frora the Executive drawn up in form, and were 
Executive measures. fle ha: stated, in terms, 
however, that, in calling them xecutive measures, 
he had not reference to the Pi sident simply, but 
also to the heads of. departments. This had been 
his statement, and his comments upon the facts 
had been that this was, in his view, an improper 
and dangerous interference by the Executive with 
the legislative action of this Government. The 
subject of his remarks had been simply the danger 
of such an interference. The gentlemen, in their 
article, spoke of an attack on the majority of the 
committee. He had not so understood himself} 
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his comment related to the impropriety of Execu- 
tive interference. 

Now, as to the details contained in the publica- 
tion of the Globe, he only had to say that they 
were almost ail founded on particular expressions 
contained in the report of the Boston papers of Mr. 
F’s speech—expressions which were not his, and 
for which he was not responsible. The gentlemen 
who prepared that article must snrely have made 
an exceedingly low estimate of his understanding 
if they supposed he could have said such things as 
had been there imputed to him. The article attri- 
buted to him the assertion that the Executive ma- 
jority of the House passed each bill forthwith, with- 
out alteration; and this, when a!! the journals of 
the country contained the debates of the House on 
these very bills, and when the alterations, which 
they had undergone in the Honse were s0 notori- 
ous that none could remain ignorant of them. To 
suppose that he should have had the folly to make 
such a statement at a public meeting, was, as he had 
said, putting rather a lower estimate upon his com- 
mon sense than he had supposed some of those 
gentlemen would have done. Yef, a large portion 
of the detai!s of the article in the Globe were found- 
ed on that supposed siatement, and another equal- 
ly unfounded as attributed to him. It was said 
that this course on the part of the chairman of the 
Comunittee of Ways and Means was the usual, the 
customary course of business. As io that he had 
said nothing, and had nothing to say: he had only 
stated what he believed to be the fact inthe matter, 
and which was substantially admitted by the gen- 
tlemen themselves. If that was, indeed, the usual 
course of business in that committee, then the re- 
marks of Mr. F. on that subject might have no va- 
lidity. As to that point he said nothing.” 

As io the resolutien on the subject of a national 
bank, what occurred had been simply this. Atan 
early stage of the meetings of the committee men- 
tion had been made of the petitions in relation to a 
bank, and Mr. F. had suggested whether it would 
not be beiter to refrain from considering that ques- 
tion until all the petitions should be before the 
committee. It was said in the article of the Globe 
that the subject had heen up in the committee 
three diferent times. Mr. F. could not deny this, 
but he did not so recollect; he had no reeollection 
ofany thiug being said about it nntil at the last 
meeting. It was said that the resolution finally re- 
ported in reference to a bank had been drawn up 
in his presence. He had come to the committee- 
room on that morning late, and his first recollec- 
tion of the resolution was its being read by the 
chairman, and the question being put whether it 
should be reported to the House. Mr. F. never had 
stated what was the origin of that resolution; what he 
had said was a mere suggestion as to its origin; no 
fact had been stated by him; and he had, and claimed 
to have, no knowledge of its origin. Whathe did 
Say at the meeting had been that the petitions on 
the subject of a bank had not been read in the 
commitiee, and he made a suggestion as to the 
origin of the resolution reported. Th's was all he 
had said or done in relation to that matter. He 
had said nothing upon any of these subjects which 
Was not true, and which, as appeared to him, had 
not been substantially admitted to be true in the 
article in the Globe. He had done nothing which 
he had not deemed it his duty to do. Whether he 
was to be sustained in the discharge of duty was a 
question to be submitted to the justice of that 
House. If he might not rightly say all he had said, 
then had we no rights left which were worth pos- 
sessing; and it was well that we should know, and 
the people should know, the ground on which we 
stand. He had, he repeated, endeavored to dis- 
charge his duty at all times decorously toward the 
House and every member of it. But, from the 
course which gentlemen had deemed it proper to 
take toward him personally, he judged it suitable 
that he should be discharged from remaining longer 
a member of the Committee of Ways and Means, 
and he now made that request. . 

Mr. CAMBRELENG said he had a very brief 
reply to make, for he could not, afier what had 
been passing for the last four weeks; after all the 
denunciations which had been heaped upon hime 
self in all the Opposition prints; after the manner 
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in which the member's speech had been printed and 
circulated; he could not; now or hereafter, make 
an issue with the gentleman—with the member 
from Massachusetts. He could appeal to his col- 
leagues to disprove the truth of what the member 
had now saide Whether he had scen the speech 
published in his name, he did not know; this he 
knew, that the speech had been printed in extra 
quantity, and circulated in New Hamsshire. He 
would leave it to the gentleman’s—to the member’s 
own notions of what was right, whether he should 
leta publication be circulated through his own 
State, and through the nation, for four weeks, and 
then come here and tell this Honse that he had 
never seen it, till he had seen it this morning in 
the Globe. Mr. C. should leave the member’s 
speech in explanation, and the article in the Globe, 
to go together before the world. 

Mr. FLETCHER pose to explain. He had 
not said that he had-not seen the published report 
of his speech tll he had seen it referred to and 
quoted in the Globe. Whathe had said was, that 
he had not seen it prior to its publicaiion in the 
3eston papers, and that no particular attention to 
it had- been given by him. 

Mr. ATHERTON of New Hampshire (a mem- 
ber of the Committee of Ways and Means, who 
did not come into the House until Mr. Fiercner 
had nearly concluded his remarks) observed that 
the member from Massachusetts had said that he 
had endeavored to discharge his duty as a member 
of the House and as a2 member of the committee 
with all due fidelity. Mr. A. claimed to have dis- 
charged his own with equal fidelity. The member 
from Boston had made nocomplaint to the com- 
mittee as to the manner of conducting the business 
which came before it. He hdd always been treated 
by its members with the most perfect courtesy and 
kindness. What, then, was his surprise on seeing 
the report of a speech delivered by him, and with 
which Mr. A. understood him to acknowledge him- 
self satisfied, denouneing the members of the com- 
mittee in the severest manner! The speech had 
not been confined to the newspapers, but had been 
benevolently circulated by him, or his constituents, 
among the people in Mr. A’s State. I! was a 
speech in which there was more misrepresentation 
than he believed had ever been conveyed in so 
many words before ; and it had been indnustrionsly 
circulated with a view to affect Mr. A’s character, 
and also the ensuing election in New Hampshire. 
He would ask whether it had not been incumbent 
upon the member from Boston to suggest any fault 
he had to find with the proceedings of the Committee 
of Waysand Means at the time the impropriety oc- 
curred? and not sit silent and see the wrongs proceed, 
and make no complaint, and afterwards attack the 
character of the members of the committee in an 
abusive public speech, and by a tissue of the 
grossest misrepresentations ? The member has in- 
timated that he said in that speech nothing but 
what was true. Had he not said that the hills 
reported by the committee were reported word for 
word, letter for letter, comma for comma, just as 
they came from the Secretary of the Treasury ? 

(Mr. Fertcner. I never said so.] 

He intimated as much. For he says that all 
the important biils of the last session were reported 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, and 
passed by the House, word for word and letter for 
letter, as they came down from the Executive. Is 
it true, that these bills were passed by the House, 
word for word and letter for letter, as they were 
reported by the committee or came from the Fxe- 
cutive? It is enough to refer to the form of the 
bills as they were laid before the committee, and 
then as they were afterwards reported to the House 
His statements are proved to be not correct, not 
only by the testimony of the gentlemen associated 
with him, but by written records on the files of the 
House, and in the hands of the chairman. The 
gentleman—the member from Boston, savs thet "he 
made no assertion that te resolution on the subject 
of a national bank came from the Txeentive. 
What did he say? There could be no doubt that it 
came from the Executive in the very form in which 
it was reported by the committee. Now the truth 
is, that the first time the subject came up in com- 
Tittee, there was a discussion as to the form in 
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which the resolution should be expressed; the 
member KNEW this, for he was himsel! preseut, and 
all the gentlemen of the committee knew it. 

He says it was introduced without preface by 
the chairman of the committee. It was not intro- 
duced by the chairman at all, until he had been 
directed by the commitiee to draw it up. Ser- 
prising, indeed, that the member should make such 
an assertion, when the consideration of the subject 
was postponed once, if not twice, IT am certain it 
was once, at his own request; and the last post- 
ponement was for a number of days, almost, if not 
quite, a week, with the understanding that the next 
time it was brought up, the commitice would take 
some definite action in regard to it. I think the 
member’s explanation only places him in a worse 
sitnation than befofe. I can on'y say that, voril 
he disavows every word and every leWer of the 
charges published as his, [ can receive no explana- 
tion from him; and I here say that [shall take an 
Opportunity of replying before my constituents 
such a manner as I think his speech deserves, 

Mr. JONES of Virginia, (another member of the 


Committee of Ways and Means,) sard he dd not 
know that he yet correctly understocd the eentie- 
man from Massachusetts. He rose to ascertain 
whether he did or aot; for on that would greats 
depen: what he had to say to the EL use. Did the 
scentleman from Massachuset's disavow the extracts 


from his speech, contained im the art 
Globe of this morning? 

Mr. FLETCHER. Yes: the report of my speech 
was made without anthority from me 

Mr. JONES resumed. These extra 
disavowed by the gentleman, I shall trouble th» 
Honse with but few remarks. I was, at the list 
session, without any solicitation on my part, as you, 
Mr. Speaker, can tes‘ify, honored with a seat 
upon the Committee of Ways ant Means. Seek- 
ing no place, but resolved to decline no duty wh ch 
might properly be assigned to me, as oue of the 
representatives of tie peop'e, I proceeded to the di-- 
charge of the duties which develvyed upon me, 
honest!y and conscientiously; and now, when | 
look back upon my acts as a member of that 
committee, Tam not conscious of having done any 
thing which my own conscience does not approve. 
In the discharge of our duties, It was our prac- 
lice to bestow upon the very tyiportaut sub- 
jects which came befvre us our best cousideras 
tion, When the bills were taleu up in tomm ites, 
they were carefully read over, section by secty 
and adopted, rejected, or amended, as seeme- ! 
the committee best caleulated to promovie the inte- 
rest of our common country. Tne conduct and 
ceportment of the me »bers toward each other was 
such as I had supposed calevlated tu secure to cach, 
and to every one, the respect and esicem of thy 
others. No time for reflection or investigation was 
ever asked by the member froin Massachusetts, 
which was not unhsitatingly, and, I believe, unan 
mously, accorded to him. Noolbjection was at any 
time made by hin, to the course of proceediny, art» 
the manner in which the business was transacted ; 
and [ was not aware that so much as eren an 
unkind feeling was harbored by any mé¢mber © 
the commitree toward the gentlemen associated 
with him, until T reached this city, when, for the 
first time, I saw the speech attributed to the gentle- 
min from Massachusetts. You, sir, can well ima- 
rine what was my astonishment. wlien | learnt that 
the slanders contained.in that speech had, through 
the medium of the public press, been heralded to 
the world, under the sanction of his name. 

To-day, for the first time, (so far asl am inform- 
ed,) they have been disavowed by him. If im that 
disavowal, it had appeared that the charges had 
been published and circulated witaont his agency, 
and without his knowledge, whatever might have 
been the consequences to myself, in the charity of 
my heart [ cou'd have forgiven all, and been 
saved the necessity of this public “notice of 
the aet; but how stands the fact? ‘That eentieman, 
in his explanation just made to the House, 
has informed us that he was not ignorant of the'r 
publication in the newspapers of the day; that he 
had seen them. Gir, they were published in the 
newspapers of the city of Boston, the place of 
his residence; read, doubtless, by his friends, and 
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in the whole circle of his acquaintance; sent 


furth to the world under the sanction of his 
name, and never, (so far as I am _ informed) 
until this day, has he raised cither his voice, 
oy his pen, to contradict them. I could not doubt 
but that the publication was authorized by himself. 
If not, was it not due to those who were thus gross- 
ly and publicly slandered and tradaced—was it not 
due to himsell, as a man of honor, to correct so 
unfounded a calumny on the reputation of those 
with whom he had acted? Upon this subject there 
can be but one opinion. 

I, sir, know no difference between the act of a 
man, dene by his own volition, where he himself 
gives currency to a false charge, and the act of the 
same man, who permits to go, uncontradicted, a 
calumny calculated to affect so seriously the repu- 
tation of others. 

I have taken occasion to state, that the course 
of conduct pursued by the members of the com- 
mittee wes such as appeared to me calcu- 
lated to insure the respect and esteem of 
each other; but it now plainly appears, from 
the gentleman’s’ own showing, that at the 
very time he was holding out to his colleagues the 
appearance of those feelings which gentlemen 
should cherish towards their companions on a com- 
mittee, he was hunting up materia's for striking a 
deadly blow at their reputation; for he has just 
stated, that he inquired of several gentlemen at the 
time whether the course which he represented 
the committee to have pursued was not unpre- 
cedented; and that he received for answer, 
that it was without a parallel. Thus it ap- 
pears, that, while he made no 
unkind feelings indulged in 
he made no efiort to correct the error of which 
he complained to others; he was laying up 
materials in preparation for a deadly blow. Sir,.I 
envy not the feelings of that man who, while his 
lips speak the language of friendshin, meditates in 
his heart how he may inflict the most deadly stab. 

It is my duty to repel the charges which have 
been made ; it is an unpleasant duty, but one ren- 
dered }.ccessary by the circumstances of the case ; 
and when I have to choose between incliuation and 
J trust J shall never hesitate. 


by himself, while 


duty, 3 

{ arn well aware that the charges contained in 
the speech attributed to the gentleman from Mas- 
sachusetts, have already received a circulation 
which puts it out of the power of those intended to 
be affected by them, entirely to counteract their in- 
fluence. The poison has been infused into many a 
bosom, where the antidote can never reach it. Ca- 
lumny flies on the wings of the wind, while truth 
follows but slowly in its path. As in all such cases, 
many, very many, will hear the charges, who will 
never hear the contradiction: the slander will reach 
many, who will never see the refutation. 

I deein it proper to say, that, while respect for 
this House will restrain me from the use of terms 
with which the act deserves to be characterized, as 
these charges have been circulated in all directions, 
it is a duty T owe myself to say that they are 
without foundation in truth, end basely false. 

Mr. Fiercuer was then discharged by the 
House, at his request, from any further duty as a 
member of the Commitee of Ways and Means. 

TEXAS. 

The House then proceeded to the consideration 
of the motion made by Mr. Apams yesterday, to 
refer certain memorials presented at the present 
at the present and late special session of Congress 
by himself and colleagues, against the annexation 
of Texas, to a select committee. 

The question pending was the motion of Mr. 
Howarp to refer them to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 

Mr. ADAMS addressed the House at length 
in support of his motion, and against the reference 
proposed by Mr. Howarn, because the subject did 
not belong to that committee, and for the further 
reason that they were already committed against 
the prayer of the petitioners, two-thirds of them, six 
out of the nine, being slave-holders. Mr. 4. 
addressed the Flouse at length on the sub- 
ject’ generally, being several times called to 
order by the Chair, and Messrs. LEGAR 
PETRIKEN, SNYDER, and RHETT, when, hav- 


disclosure of 





ing taken his seat, he moved for leave to proceed, 
and asked for the yeas and naysywhich were or- 
dered. The objections wert then withdrawn, and 
Mr. A. concluded his remarks. 

{The grounds upon which Mr. Swyper caHed the 
gentleman from Massachusetts to order, were for 
referring to the-death of Lovejoy, and accusing the 
people of Alton as guilty of murder and arson. 

Mr. Snyrver demanded of the Speaker, whether 
he would be permitted to answer the remarks made 
by the gentleman from Massachusetts,arraigning the 
conduct of fhe people of Alton, charging them with 
murder and arson. If he (Mr. 8S.) was. permitted 
to answer them, he would give his consent for the 
gentleman to proceed, but if not, he was, in justice 
to his constituents, bound to call him to order. 

The Cuatn remarked, that any reply to remarks 
made out of order would, of itself, be out of order. 

Mr. Apams, at this stage, asked leave of the 
House to proceed, stating that he would not again 
refer to Lovejoy, and demanded the yeas and nays, 
which having been ordered— 

Mr. Sxyper withdrew his objection, after th 
avowal of the gentleman from Massachusetts tha 
he would not again advert to the subject. ] s 

Mr. WISE then moved to lay the motion of re- 
ference and the petitions themselves on the table. 

Mr. RHETT and Mr. DAWSON severally ap- 
peaied to Mr. Wise to withdraw the motion, but he 
declined. 

Mr. GRENNELL then asked for the yeas and 
nays, which were ordered, and were: yeas 127, 
nays 68, as follows: 

YEAS—Mesers, Alexander, Anderson, Atherton, Beirne, Bell, 
Birdsall, Bouldin, Brodhead, Bronson, Brayn, John Calhoon, 
Cambreleng, William B. Campbell, Timothy J. Carter, Wm. 
B. Carter, Casey, Chambers, Chaney, Chapman, Cheatham, 
Cilley, Claiborne, Clark, Cleveland, Coles, Craig, Crockett, 
Cushman, Deberry, DeGratl, Dennis, Dromgoole, Edwards, 
Ewing, Farrirgton, Fairfield, Gallup, J. Garland, J. Graham, 
Grentland, Gravee, Griffin. Hamer, Herlan, Harrison, Hawes, 
Hawkins, Haynes. Holt, Hopkins, Howard, Hubley, R. M. T. 
Hunter, Ingham, Jabez Jackson, Jenifer, Joseph Johnson, Wim. 
C. Johnson, N. Jones, J. W. Jones, Kemble, Lawler, Legare, 
Leadbetter, Loomis, Lyon, Matlory, James M. Mason, Martin, 
Maury, May, McKay, Abraham McClellan, MeKim, Menefee, 
Mercer, Miller, Montgomery, Moore, Morgan, § W. Morris, 
Muhlenberg, Murray, Noble, Palmer, Pation, Pearce, Pewny- 
backer, Petriken, Phelps, Plumer, Pope, Pratt, Prentiss, Ran- 
dolph, Rencher, Rives, Robertson, Rumsey, A. H. Shepperd, 
Shields, Sheplor, Smith, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, Stanly, 
Stewar!, Stone, Taliaferro, Taylor, Titus, Toucey, I nderwood, 
Vail, Wagener, Webster, John White, Thomas T. Whitifesey, 
Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, Jared W. Williams, Jos. 
L. Williams, Wise, Worthington, Yell—127. 

NAYS—Messrs. Adams, H. Allen, John W. Allen, Ayerigg, 
Bicknell, Biddle, Bond, Borden, Briggs, Buchanan, Wm. B. 
Calhoun, Clowacy, Corwin, Cranston, Cushing, Darlington, 
Dawson, Davies, Duncan, Punn, Evans, Everett, Richard 
Fletcher. Fillmore. Gholson, Goode, Wm. Graham, Grennell, 
Haley, Hall, Halstead, Hastings, Henry, Herod, William H. 
Hunter, T. B. Jackson, Lincoln, Marvin, Samson Mason, Ro- 
bert McClellan, MeKennan, Milligan, Mathias Morris, Naylor, 
Noyes. Ogle, Parker, Parmenter, Patterson, Peck, Phillips, 
Potts, Reed, Rhett, Ridgway, Russe!l, Sheffer, C. Shepard, 
Sibley, Slade, Stratton, Tillinghast, Toland, Turney, A. 8. 
White, Elisha Whittlesey, Christopher H. Williams, and 
VY orke—6s8 

So the whole subject was laid on the table. 

COAST SERVICE. 

Mr. SMITH moved that the House take up the 
bill from the Senate to authorize the President of 
the United States to cause public vessels to cruise 
upon the coast in the winter season, to relieve dis- 
tressed navigators. 

Mr. EWING of Indiana rose and objected. 

Mr. SMITH moved a suspension of the rules ; 
which prevailed. 

The bill was then taken 
twice read, 

Mr. SMITH moved its engrossment. 

Mr. WISE said he wished to make this bill 
much more libefal and extensive in its provisions, 
and he therefore moved its postponement till to- 
morrow ; which was agreed to. 


MILEAGE OF MEMBERS. 

Mr. DAWSON, on leave, fromm the Committee 
on Mileage, reported a resolution instructing that 
Committee to report a bill to make more uniform 
the pay allowed to members for mileage; which 
was agreed to. 


up, and having been 


Petitions and, memorials were then called for. ° 


¢Mr. Russett of New York presented yesterday 
the petition of Abraham Wright, of New York, 
praying the enactment of a law authorizing the 
issuing of a new land warrant in the place of one 
lost; which was referred to the Committee on Pri- 
vate Land Claims. Also, the petition of Wiliam 


Meacham and others, of Essex county, New York 
praying the establishment of a new mail route and 
for other purposes; which was referred to the Com. 
mittee on the Post Office and Post Roads. Also 
the petition of Prudence Barton, of- Lansingbure 
New York, widow of Lieutenant Rufus Barton a 
commissary, etc. praying the payment of several 
sums of money due her said husband from the 
United States at the close of the war of the Reyo. 
lution; which was referred to the Committee on 
Revolutionary Claims. Also, the petition of Lewis 
Hatch, of New York, a soldier of the Revolution 

praying a pension for Revolutionary services: 
which was referred to the Committee on Reyoly. 
lntionary Pensions. Also, the petition of Ear] 
Durfee, of New York, a soldier of the Revoly. 
ion, praying a pension for Revolutionary ser. 
vices; which was referred to the same committee, 
Also, the petition of Stephen Truman of New Yerk, 
the committee of the person and estate of Elijah 
Truman, a lunatic, who was a soldier of the Reyo. 
lution, praying for the award of pension which ac- 
crued between the time of lunacy and the appeint- 
ment of the petitioner; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the 
petition of Samuel Pettingill of New York, a so}. 
dier of the Revolution, praying a pension for Re. 
volutionary services; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Pensions. Also, the 
petition of Simon Moss of New York, a soldier of 
the Revolution, with the like prayer; which was 
alike referred. Also, the petition of Nathan Law 
of New York, a soldier of the Revolution, praying 
for arrears of pension, intermediate the4ime of sus- 
pension and that of resuming payment. Also, the 
petition ef A. R. Moore, praying compensation for 
property taken for the use of the American army, 
on the Northern frontier, in the late war with 
Great Britain.] 

Messrs. McKUM, PEARCE, THOMAS, HOoWw- 
ARD, WORTIINGTON, JOHNSON, ani 
JENIFER. 

[Mr. McKru presented the following : 

Memorial of William Wilson and Sons, praying 
relief from the operation of the tariff act of 1828; 
which was referred to the Committee of Ways and 
Means Also, the memorial of Samuel D. Walker, 
praying for return duties on Spanish tobacco, 
under the act of July 14, 1832; which was referred 
to the Commitiee of Ways and Means. Also, tue 
petition of Henry Brice, praying a pension for 
weunds received in the late war with Great 
Britain. Also the petition of Wm. Shaw, keeper 
of the light-house near Baltimore, praying compen- 
sation for property lost by the fire at the Lazarettc; 
which was referred to the Committee on Revolu- 
tionary Claims. Also, the petition of Elizabeth 
Sadler, praying for the payment of lost certificates 
issued during the war of the Revolution; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 
Also, the petition of Susanna Bailey, praying for 
the renewal of a lost certificate for bounty land, as 
also a pension; which was referred to the Commit- 
tee On Revolutionary Claims. Also, the petition 
of Samuel Deal, praying for a pension for services 
rendered during ihe war of the Revolution; which 
was referred to the Committee of Claims. Als», 
he petition of Charles Carter, praying compensa- 
ion for his father’s Revolutionary services, and his 
own during the late war with Great Britain; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. Also, the memorial: of Ann Le Vacher 
de Van Brun, praying for the commutation pay 0! 
her late husband, a Revolutionary officer; which 
was referred to the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. Also,.the petition of the heirs of the late 
Lieut. Col. Peter Adams, and Lieut. Adams, of the 
army of the Revolution, praying for the renewal 
of lost land certificates; which was referred to 
the Committee on Revolutonary Claims. Also, 
the memorial of the Visiters and Governor of Si. 
John’s College, Annapolis, praying a portion of the 
pblic lands to the endowment of every incorpora- 
ted college in the United States; which was referred 
to the Committee on Public Lands. Also, the peti- 
tion of Martha Bradshaw, praying for a pension 
for services rendered by her husband during the 
war of the Revolution; which was referred to the 
Committee on Revolutionary Claims, Also, the 
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tition of James Chalmers, praying that his pen- 
sion may be'increased to full pay for services ren- 
dered during the Revolutionary war; which was 
referred to the Committee on Revolutionary Pen- 
sions, Also, the petition of George Armstrong, a 
blind soldier, who served 15 years in the army, and 
now»prays for a pension; which was referred to the 
Committee on Invalid Pensions. Also, the petition 
of Somerville Pinkney, administrator of S. Neth; 
which was referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Affairs ] 

Messrs. PATTON, MERCER, HUNTER, 
CRAIG, MORGAN, WISE, JONES, ROBERT- 
SON, TALIAFERRO, BOULDIN, DROM- 
GOOLE, JOHNSON, BEIRNE, MASON, and 
GARLAND of Virginia. 

[Mr. Boctpin presented the petition and papers 
of General Walter Jones, in relation to his claims 
against the United States. 

Mr. Bevtnin said that he would briefly state the 
contents of this petition. This was common, and 
according to the rule; but in this case it seemed to 
him to be strikingly necessary. No doubt he said, 
there were those who knew the fact, that General 
Jones stood indebted to the United States, by judg- 
ment confessed, for a large sum of money, which 
judgment stood still not discharged. ‘To such it 
would naturally be a surprise to be informed that 
he claimed to be a creditor, and not a debtor on a 
settlement. 

Mr. Bovutprn said it was easily and naturally 
explained. The judgement was confessed for 
$10,000 to be discharged by payment of $4,622 133, 
with interest and costs, subject to a credit of all 
and any sums that General Jones could make ap- 
pearto be due him from the United States, on ac- 
count before the proper accounting officers of the 
Government, be within the term of six months. 
This he failed to do in proper form, in proper time, 
and so has received neither a credit on the judg- 
ment nor payment of the account, and has failed 
until now to state his accounts with such particu- 
larity, that they could be audited. The account- 
ing officers having neglected his accounts long 
Since, not for this want of justice, but for their 
want of form, and want of legal proof produced, 
although that proof was then, and is still matter of 
record entirely, appearing by the report of the 
Auditor, now presented. Thus has it happened, as 
it does but too often happen, that through negli- 
gence of pecuniary interest, genius pays a tax for 
its high distinctions, and conscious rectitude, disre- 
garding form, finds itself somewhat embarrassed 
in appearance, for the want of those barriers, which 
greater circumspection, growing out of conscious 
weakness upon that point, might have so easily 
thrown around it. 

There are few, however, if any, whose geniue 
can better bear the tax, nor are there any whose 
character for honor and honesty will more easily 
and certainly relieve them from the embarrassment 
of thus being for a long time the apparent debtor of 
the Government, all the while being in fact the 
creditor. 

This may appear strange to those not acquainted 
with General Jones, but to those acquainted with 
him there is nothing remarkable in it at all. 

The papers were, on Mr. B’s motion, referred to 
the Committee on the Judiciary.] 


[Mr. Gartanp presented the petitions of the heirs 
of William Lewis, dec’d; Charles Lewis, dec’d; 
James Dillard, dec’d; Tarpley White, dec’d; John 
Piper, dec’d; John Goodall, dec’d; John Marks, 
dec’d; John Robinson, dec’d; Thomas Wheat, dec’d; 
John White, dec’d; Maj. Thomas Massee, dec’d; 
Surg. Samuel Gay; for revolutionary services: 
referred to the “Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims. 

The petitions of sundry cttizens of Albemarle and 
of sundry citizens of Nelson and Augutta, for mail 
routes] : 


On motion, the House adjourned. 





IN SENATE. 
Trurspay, December 14, 1837. 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate 
a communication from the Treasury Department, 
in relation to the expenses of light-houses and light- 
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boats for the year 1837; which, on motion, was laid 

on the table and ordered to be printed. 

Also, a communication from the Department of 
State, showing the number of American seamen 
registered in the different ports: laid on the table and 
ordered to be printed. 

Petitions of a private nature were presented by 
Messrs. SOUTHARD, NILES, TALLMADGE, 
PRENTISS, RIVES, WRIGHT, TIPTON, and 
others; which were severally referred to their appro- 
priate committees. 

Also, a variety of papers presented at the last 
session were, on motion, removed from the files 
and sent to the proper committees. 

Mr. YOUNG presenged the memorial of the 
Board of Public Works of the State of Illinois, 
praying for a grant of public lands. 

Mr. FULTON presented a resolution from the 
Legislature of Arkansas, asking appropriations for 
a line of fortifications to be established on the 
western frontier of that State. 

Mr. DAVIS presented the memorial of A. P. 
Quimby, claiming the invention of a certain test 
to ascertain the quantity of water in steam boilers. 

Mr. D. said this petition had been presented at 
the last session, and was referred to the Committee 
on Commerce. As thematters connected with this 
petition were not generally understood, he would 
move that it be printed, with the accompanying 
papers, among which were letters from scientific 
and professional gentlemen of distinction, among 
whom were some distinguished chemists. The 
object of the petitioner was to ask that an experi- 
ment may be directed by the Government to test 
the validity of his invention, which the petitioner 
was unable to do. 

Mr. KING thourcht it would be better to refer 
this subject to a select committee, in order that its 
merits should be specifically inquired into. . 

Mr. DAVIS thought it might be more appropri- 
ately referred to the select committee of which Mr. 
Grunpy was chairman, and which already had 
that subject before them. 

Mr. GRUNDY was not willing that it should be 
so referred. It was not the province of that com- 
mittee to interfere with the improvements of ma- 
chinists or artists; it had already plenty on i's 
hands, without adding tests of steam boilers to ils 
other duties. This was an invention of a nove! 
character, and might be a great improvement for 
all he knew, but the proper place for reference was 
the Committee on Patents, composed of scientific 
gentlemen, who were presumed to be acquainted 
with such things. 

Mr. DAVIS still contended that the proper com- 
mittee was the one on the preservation of human life, 
(he believed that was the title of the gentleman’s 
bill.) This was not a question of patents, but pre- 
servation of human life, and certainly was cousin 
germain to the matter which the gentleman had 
under his investigation. 

Mr. GRUNDY notassenting, afier some further 
facetious remarks, the petitions was referred to the 
Committee on Patents. 

On motion of Mr. RUGGLES, it was 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to communicate to the Senate copies of thesurveys, 
estimates and maps which have heretofore been di- 
rected by the Senate to be made at the harbor of 
Owlshead, and of Cobscook Bay, in Maine. 

On motion of Mr. ROBINSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
establishing a separate office of Surveyor General 
for the State of Illinois; also, for establishing a 
new land Office at Peoria in the same State. 

Mr. ALLEN, agreeable to notice given, intro- 
duced the following joint resolution, which was 
read and referred to a select committee of nine, and 
ordered to be printed: 

A JOINT RESOLUTION proposing amendments 
to the Constitution of the United States, in rela- 
tion to the election of President and Vice Presi- 
dent of the United States: 

‘Resolved by the Senate and House of Represen- 
tatives of the Uniled States of .Imerica,in Congress 
assembled, ‘That the following amendments to the 
Constitution of the United States be proposed to 
the Legislatures of the several States; and which, 


and of the House of Representatives, shal!, as soon 
as convenient and practicable, proceed to open 
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| when ratified by the Legislatures of three-fourths of 
the States, shall be valid to all intends and purposes 
| as part of the Constitution: 

| ‘That, hereafter, the President and Vice Presi- 
| dentof the United States shall be elected in the 
' manner following: Each State shall be divided by 
| the Legislature thereof into districts equal in num- 
| ber to the whole number of Senaturs and Repre- 
sentatives to which such State may then be entitled 
in the Congress of the United States; the said dis- 
tricts to be composed of contiguous territory, and to 
contain, as nearly as may be, an equal number of 
persons ehtitled to be represented under the Consti- 
tution, and to be laid off, for the first time, imme- 
diately a‘ter the ratification of these amendments; and 


afterwards, immediately afler each successive ap- 
portionment of representatives shall have been 
made by the Concress of the United States. That, 
onthe first Thursday, and succeeding Friday, in 
the month of August, of the year one thousand 
eight hundred and forty, and on the same days 
in every fourth year thereafter, the citizens of 
each State, who possesses the qualifications re- 


guisite for electors of the most numerous branch 
of the State Legislature, shall meet within 
their respective districts, and there vote for a 
Presidentand Vice President of the United States: 
one of whom shai! not be an inhabitant of the same 
| State with themselves; andthe person receiving the 
| greatest number of votes for President, and the ons 
| receiving the greatest number of votes for Vu 
President, in any district, shall be hoiden-to have 
received the electoral vote of that district; which 
fact shall be immediately ecrtified to the Governor 
of the State, toeach of the Senators in Congr 
from such State, and to the President of the Senate. 
The right of fixing the places in the districts, at 
| which the elections shall be held, the manner 
of holtding them, of canvassing the votes, of de- 
ciding in case of equality ofevetes ino the district, 
| or of a contest of the electoral vote of the dis- 
| trict, and of certifving the returns, is reserved ex- 


| clusively to the Legislatures of the States. ‘The 


| Coneress of the United States sha!l be in session 
on the second Monday in Ociober, of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and forty, and on the same 


day in every fourth year thereafter; 
| dent of the Senate, 


and the Presi- 


n thr presence of the Senate 


| all the certificates and returns, and the electoral 
votes of the district shall be th reupon couuted, 
The person having the votes of the greatest num- 
| ber of 
be President. if such number be a majority of 
the whole number of districts; but if no person 
have such majority, then asecond election shall 
be held on the first Thursday and suceseding Fri- 
day in December the next ensning, which second 
election shal! be confined to the two persons having 
receiyed the two hicnest numbers of elect ral 
votes for President at the preceding trial; but in 
case two or more persons shall have received the 
vo'es of an equal number of the electoral districts, 
and such nnomber be less than, but next to, the num- 
ber received by the person having the hig! est num- 
ber, but less than a majority of the whole, at the pre- 
ceding trial, then stich second election shall be con- 
fined to the person having received the highest 
number, and to the elder or eldest of the two or 
more persons having received the next highest, and 
an equal number, at the preceding trial: which 
seernd election shall be conducted, the result certi- 
fied, and the votes counted, in the same manner, in 
all respects, as in the first; and the person having 
the votes of the greater number of the electoral dis- 
tricts for President, at such election, shall be Presi- 
dent. Put ifthe two’persons voted for, at the second 
election, shal! have received the votes of an equal 
number of districts for President, then the House 
of Representatives shall proceed to clect between, 
and one of them for President; and in such 
| election by the House, each’State shall have a num- 

ber of votes equal to the whole number of Senators 

and Representatives to which such State may then 

be entitled in Congress, and a majority of the 

aggregate number of the votes of all the States 

shall be necessary to anelection The person hay- 

ing the votes of the greatest number of districtg 


the electoral districts, for President, shall 


See 


a 
F} t 
4 : 
# 


i gpm oats 


eae. 


SR 





: 





26 CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


NT eae egedeentaamemme erga TEs 
and make some estimate of the value of proper- Mr. WRIGHT moved to take up the bil! res 
ty destroyed ; that commission was now in the lating to the District currency; when 
discharge of that duty, and he presumed it Mr. KING said, as the Senate was not as fy}) 
would not be long before the Senaie would as he could wish it when a bill of such importance 
have the report of the commissioners. At all was to be discussed, he would move to postpone jt 
events Mr. K. said, he was not disposed to act |} until Tuesday next, and make it the ordersof the 


ee 


for Vice President at the first election shall be Vice 
President, if sach number be a majority of the 
whole number of votes given; and if no person 
have such majority, and if a President shall not 
have been elecied at tke first trial, then a second 
election shall, on the sa: days that an election 


Paes 


AOE hy SELATAN 


a 


2 


is held for President. take place between, on an 
and to be confined to, the persons having 
the two highest numbers for Vice President, 
at the firsttrial; but in case two or more per- 
sons shall have received tie votes of an equal 
number of the electoral districts for Vice President, 
and such number be less than, but next to, the 
number received by the person having the highest 
number, but less than a majority of the whole, at 
the preceding trial, then such second election shall 
be confined to the person having received the high- 
est number, and to the elder or eldest ef the two or 
more persons having received the next highest and 
an equalnumber at the preceding trial; and the 
person having received the votes of the greatest 
number of electoral districts for Vice President, at 
such second election, shall be the Vice President; 
and such second election shall be conducted, and 
the result certified, in all respects, in’ the same 
manner as the first; but if the two persons voted 
for as Vice President shall have received an 
equal number of votes second election, 
then the Senate shall elect one of them for Vice 
President, as is now provided in the Constitution. 
But when a second election by the people shall not 
be necessary for the office of President, and a Vice 
President shall not have been elected by a ma- 
jority of the districts at the first triai, then the Se- 
nate a Vice President from the 
persons having the two highest numbers in the 
first election; but in ca wo or more per- 

lave received the votes of an equal 
number of the. electoral districts for Vice 
President, and such number less than, but 
next to, the number received by the per- 
sor ing the highest number, but less than a 
le, at the preceding trial, and 


lir 
1} : ¢ , 
i be necessary, 


shall elect 


n 
i 
sons shall | 


lias 
iaray 


majority of the wh 
no second election for President sha 
choose between the person having received the votes 
of the greatest number of districts for Vice Pres'- 
dent at the first trial, and the elder or eldest of the 
two or raore persons having received the next high- 
est, and an equal number of votes of the electoral 
districts, at the first trial for Vice Pre 
On motion of Mr. HUBBARI 


nt 
relief of the jeval re preseniatives 


an 
an 


deceased, was taken up. 

Mr. HUBBARD went into a full explanation of 
the merits of the case, and urged the immediate pas- 
sage of fi. catied the attention of the 

in relation to Indian de- 


a 5 sy 
the bill. 
’ 
i 


Senate to the 


predat ms, sy that act it was 
sary to i 


made neces- 
re mage sustained, and 

to make ue report thereon; and when the 
law was payment’ was award- 
ed to The Government had 
appoint ; to inguire into the losses 
sustaimed i i late war with the hostile 
tribes, wih ‘rable progress, he be- 
tin Florida; the bill be- 
> as that reported Jast 
session. ‘ihe facts in the case were, that the planta- 
tion of Mr. on of by the 
American Get Yorida, and in 
consequence thereof was cestroyed by the Semi- 


heved, } 


fore the 


' . :> . “hg : 
noles. Mir. ol who had taken up arms in 
: } 
nhs } At omar i . .. Ty ne a 
defen country, had been killed. The prin- 


ciples involved in this case were precisety the same 
as those of claims allowed under the laws of 1816, 
and he thought Congress bound by ev ry principie 
of law and justice to pass the bill. 

Mr. KING said he did not pay particular atten- 
tion !o the m question at the last session of 
Conzress; if he hi would have been more 
disposed to have ve , ‘athan now. So 
far from the United States having oceupte 
ed properiy being cinse of jis destructiog 
it Was in many cases the means of its being saved; 
and the troops were often solicited to take posses. 
sion, for the very purpose of preserving it. Gow 
vernment had appointed commissioners to go into 


that country, and ascertain the damage sustained, 


isolated case. If this mode of proceed- 
ing were adopted, the result would be, that some 
two or three claimants would be paid to the preju- 
dice of others. He wished justice extended to all 
the claimants, and wonld go as far as any one in 
advocating it; but really, in the present state of the 
case, he thought it safer to postpone the further 
consideration of the bilhfor the present. Although 
he would make no motion to that effect, he submit- 
ted to the Senator (Mr. Hubbard) whether it would 
not be better for him to consent to such a proposi- 
tion. 

Mr. HUBBARD replied at some length. He 
thought the passage of the present bi!l would not in- 
terfere with any case, nor woald it prejudice the claim 
of any individual. It came within the principle 
recognised by the Government for the last twenty 
years, and he hoped there would be no further de- 
lay, but that justice might at once be done to the 
claimant. 

Mr. DAVIS said that the suggestions of the zen- 
tleman from Alabama, (Mr. King,) were, in his 
opinion, entitled to much weight. Precedents might 
be established by a too hasty proceeding that might 
involve the country in.an immense expense, and 
he would therefore move to lay the bill on the 
table. 

Mr. CLAY of Alabama saw no reason why 
claimants ought not to be remunerated; but, in his 
opinion, the first object should be to ascertain how 
far Government was bound to indemnify indivi- 
duals for their losses, Repeated applications had 
been made to the Department of War for forces to 
protect the property of the citizens, whict,‘f attended 
to at the time, would, in all probability, have pre- 
vented these applications for indemnification; but it 
appeared that the Secretary paid more attention to 
the suggestions of those immediately around him, 
thin to those who were acquainted with the siate of 
the country; and hence property was consequent- 
ly left unprotected. He was not now, however, 
disposed to discuss the qu°stion at present. 

Mr. NILES thought it was proper to delay the 
subject until it could be looked at in all its various 
bearing. The Government had acted wisely in 
appointing commissioners to go into that country, 
and jndge from persorfal cbservation, to obtain ail 
the facts, all the precise circumstances on which 
the claims were founded, and then to make their 
report. He saw no reason why one case should 
be acted on, when a commission had been ap- 
pointed to report on the whole subject. It might 
be that some delay would be occasioned to the 
sufferers, but, on the whole, it would be the wiser 
and safer policy. in his opinion, to postpone the bill. 

The bill was laid on the table, when Mr. HUB- 
BARD expressed h’s intention of calling it up in 
the ensuing week. 

Mr. WRIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- 
nance, reported a bill to remit the duties on certain 
paper machines imported by Henry J. Pickering: 
read, and ordered to a second reading 

The bill to remit the duties on certain goods de- 
stroved by the creat fire in New York. was read 2 
third nm of Mr. ROANE, (Mr. 


hird time; and, on motic 
Wricnt assenting,) was laid for the present on the 


Lble, 

On motion of Mr. DAVIS, the bill allowing 
drawbacks on cordaze made from imp 
having been read a third time, was postp ned till 
to-morrow, with a view to extend the benefit of its 
provisions. 

The bills for the relief of E. Town, and that for 
the relicf of Erastus and Thadeus Fairbanks, were 
read a third time, and passed. 

he bill to ascertain and desienate th: 
Lne between Michivan and Wiseonsin was disens- 
sed by Mr. NORVE&ELL, LYON, and GRUNDY, 
was amended, and ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading. By this anendment the plat of the 
boundary is made returnable to Congress at its 
next annual session, 


. 
« 


ted hemp, 


wn dary 


day for that time. 


THE EXPUNGING RESOLUTION. 

Mr. BAYARD rese, and said that at the last re. 
gular session of Congress he had presented the ro. 
solution of the Siate which he had the honor jn 
part to represent, against the defacement of the 
journal by whathas been commonly called tho 
Expunging Resolution, and at that time fave notic 


that he should at the ensuing session, and so long 
as he had the honor of a seat here, contend against 
that measure. When he gave that notice, anpeay. 
ances were much against the probability of snecesy, 
but the dawn of a brighter and better day hag 
broken upon us, which led him to hope the go. 
complishment of his purpose was near at hani, 
The Senator from Pennsylvania (Mr. Buchanan) 
had, in the benevolence of his feelings, when he 
(Mr. Bayard) announced his intention of introdue. 
ing arescinding resolution at the last session, ex. 
pressed his hope that he might live to see its adop. 
(ion; meaning, no doubt, to bestow upon him a 
lenethened term of existence, if not an immortaliy, 
in the same spirit of complaisance in which a Spa. 
niard wishes you may live a thousand years. By, 
Mr. B. said, he should be very sorry to have his 
life cut short as speedily as it was now probabi 
that event would occur. 

The resolution he presented was merely to re. 
scind the expunging resolution, without professing 
to express any opinion on the merits of the origi- 
nal resolution of 1834. He contended agains! the 
right of expanction, and his purpose was solemn} 
to disavow that principle. He moved that the + 
solution which he now presented might be la: 
upon the table, and printed for the use of the S& 
nate. 

Mr. B. then offered the following preambie a 
resolution : 

Whereas, the Senate of the United States, in the 
exercise of its functions as a deliberative assem); 
did, on the 28th day of March, 1834, adopt the 
following resolution : 

“ Reso'ved, Tnat the President, in the late Ex- 
cutive proceedings in relation to the revenue, has, 
assumed upon himself authority and power ni 
conferred by the Constitution and laws, but in ¢ 
rogation of both.” 

And whereas, aflerwards, to wit, gn the 16th day 
of January, 1837, the Senate, in reference to the 
above resolution, adopted another as follows : 

“ Reso'ved, That the said resolve be expunged 
from the Journal; and, for that purpose, that the 
Secretary of the Senate, at such time as the Sena'e 
may appoint, shall bring the manuscript Journal o/ 
the session of 1833-4 into the Senate, and, in the 
presence of the Senate, draw black lines round the 
said resolve, and write across the face thereof, in 
strong letters, the words following: Exaunged >y 
order of the Senate, this 16th day of January, 1 
the year of our Lord 1837.” 

And whereas the Constitution of the United 
States expressly requires that cach House of Cor- 
ress shall keen a journal of its proceedings, mean- 
ng thereby to preserve a faithful and permanent 
record of those procee lings: 

And whereas tie Senate of the United States, 
independentiy of its legislative, executive, and j0- 
dicial functions, has the inherent right, as a delibe- 
rative assembly, to express tts opinions, which cao 
be done only by resolutions : : 

And whereas its opinions, when thus express’ 
become part of its proceedings, of which the Coie 
stitution provides that a permarient record sha ! be 
kept: l 

And wheréas the resolution of the 16th of Jan- 
uary, 1837, ant the act of the, Secretary of the 
Senate in compliance with it, Was a violation of 
the Constitutien, inasmuch :s, in legal co stempl- 
tion, it destroyed, and in fact defaced, the record 
of the proceedings to which it ccfers: wherefore, 

Resolved, Thai-the resolution of the 16th of Jaa- 
uary, 1837, commonly called the expunging resolu 
tion, be, and the same is hereby, rescinded, 
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shall for ever hereafter be held-as naught; and 
that, in all future publication? of that portion of 
the Journal which contains ‘the resolution of 
1833-4, and in all copies which may hereafter 
be made of the same, for any official legal pur- 
ose, the said resolution of 1833-4 shall be pub- 
lished and copied as it was originally entered upon 
the said Journal, without any notice whatever of 
the saperscription, which was erroneously, irregu- 
larly, and unconstitutionally made, in pursuance 
of the resolution of the 16th of January, 1837. 
Mr. BUCHANAN said the Senator from Dela- 
ware must desire a very long existence in this 
yale of tears, if he expected to live until what «vas 
asked by the resolution was adopted. ‘The Senator 
has been pleased to say he would not be willing 
to dieso soon. He certainly wished the Senator 
jong'life and prosperity; but to remain until his 
aim was accomplished, would be to render him 
miserable, unless he feasted on the Medean herb 
to renovate his youth. The gentleman has been 
pleased to allude to the dawning light whiclr he 
fancies is beginning to glimmer on his political 
prospects. I admit (said Mr. B.) that there have 
been some few dark clouds in our Northern hori- 
zen; but we turn from them to the brilliant, sunny 
skies of the South, where all is bright and cheering. 
The gentleman and-his friends are encouraged, I 
know, and I am willing they should hope on, 
having no disposition to throw obstacles in the way 
of their anticipations; but, unless I am more mis- 


taken than I ever was in all my life, there 
will come a frost, a nipping frost—[Here 


some Senator observed “a killing”’]—well, “a kil- 
ling” frost, that will blight all their fair crop of 
hopes. I should not have made even this short 
reply, if the gentleman had not alluded to a quaint 
remark of mine, made at the last session. 

The Senate then adjourned until Monday. 





HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Tuvurspay, December 14, 1837. 


Mr. BRIGGS was announced as having been 
appointed to fill the vacancy in the Committee of 
Ways and Means, occasioned by the resignation 
of Mr. FLercuer. 

RELIEF OF DISTRESSED SEAMEN. 

Mr. SMITH asked the consent of the House to 
take up the bill from the Senate authorizing the Pre- 
sident of the United S:ates to cause public vessels 
to cruise upon the coast in the winter season, and 
to relieve distressed seamen. 

Some objections being heard— 

Mr. WISE said he hoped no gentleman would 
persist in objecting, for it was very important that 
it should be passed as soon as possible, and, upon 
examination, he had found that this bill had no 
necessary connection with the provisions he wished 
to see adopted. . 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio inquired if the 
bill did not require to be committed to a Committee 
of the Whole. 

Mr. WISE said the bill involved no appro- 
priation. ; 

Mr. WHITTLESEY. But it involved a charge 
upon the Treasury. 

The CHAIR decided its commitment to be un- 
necessary. 

The bill was then taken up, without objection, 
ordered to a third reading, and then read the third 
and passed. 

Petitions and memonals were then presented by 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Virginia. 

Messrs. GRAHAM,DEBERKY C. SHEPARD 
A. H. SHEPHERD, and WILLIAMS, of ‘North 
Carolina. 

Mr. LEGARE, of South Carolina. 

Messrs. DXWSON, CLEAVELAND, 
GRANTLAND, of Georgia. 

(Mr. CLFaveLANpD presented the petition of Mat- 
thew St. Clair Clarke, agent for and on behalf of the 
State of Georgia, praying to be paitl the amount ofa 
final settlement cer ificate issued by John Pierce, 
Paymaster General and Commissionerof Army Ac- 
counts, on the 18th May, 1785, to the State of Geor- 
gia, for $123,283 70, for pee made by that 
State to her officers of the Revolutionary army, on 
¢ontinental establishment, for the commutation of 


and 


-States, 
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their half pay, and for other pay due, together 
with the interest thereon now due. ] 

Messrs. UNDERWOOD, CALHOON HAWES, 
MENIFEE, RUMSEY, WILLIAMS, HARLAN, 
SOUTHGATE, and GRAVES, of Kentucky. 

Messrs. STONE, MAURY, CARTER, 
SHIELDS, CHEATHAM, TURNEY, Mc- 
CLELLAN, and BELL, of Tennessee. 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, HARPER, BOND, 
ALLEN, MASON, RIDGEWAY, DUNCAN, 
WEBSTER; KILGORE, GOODE, SHEPLER, 
CORWIN, and MORRIS of Ohio. 

(Mr. Wesster presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of the western part of Ohio, praying Con- 
gress to grant pensions to those engaged in the In- 
dian wars of the West, prior to the treaty of Green- 
ville.] 

{Mr. Kitcore presented the petition of 301 
females, resident in the State of Ohio, praying the 
abolition of slavery inthe District of Columbia. } 

Messrs. BOON, HEROD, RARIDEN, DUNN, 
WHITE, EWING, and GRAHAM of Indiana. 

{Mr. Boon presented the memorial of the pre- 
sident and board of directors of the Mount Car- 
mel and New Albany railroad company, praying 
Congress to grant to said company.a portion of the 
refuse public lands to aid in the construction of the 
said road: referred to the Committee on the Public 
Lands.] 

{[Mr. Rarinen presented the petition of sundry 
citizens of Allen, Steuben, and De Kalb counties, 
praying a post road from Fort Wayne to the 
county seat of Branch county, Michigan, passing 
divers intermediate points therein named; which 
was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. Also, the memorial of the yearly 
meeting of Friends, embracing Friends of Indiana, 
Ilinois, and the western part of Ohio, remonstrat- 
ing against the annexation of Texas to the United 
Also, the remonstrance of citizens of 
Union county against the annexation cf Texas. 
Also, the remonstrance of 288 citizens of Wayne 
and Randolph counties against the annexation of 
Texas. Also, the remonstrance of citizens of 
Richmond and vicinity against the annexation of 
Texas; which memorial and remonstrances were 
severally laid on the table. 

Mr. R. asked and obtained leave to withdraw 
from the files the petition and evidence of Benjamin 
Sayers; and the same was referred to the Com- 
mittee of Claims.] 

[Mr. Wuirte presented a memorial of the settlers 
upon the unsold lands in the connties of Porter and 
Lake, in the State of Indiana, praying the passage 
of a pre-emption law.} 

Messrs. CASEY, SNYDER, and MAY, of Illi- 
nois. 

(Mr. Casry presented the petition of Timothy 
Guard, of Gallatin county, Illinois, praying to be 
relieved from the payment of interest on a debt for 
which he is bound as security to the United States, 
upon condition that he pays the Government the 
whole amount of the principal on or before the Ist 
day of March next; which, on his motion, was re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary.] 

[Mr. May presented a number of petitions pray- 
ing the establishment of mail rontes in varicus 
parts of Hilinois. Also, a petition from a number 
of citizens of Boon county, Tl!inois, praving for the 
right of pre-emption to four sections of land, for 
the use of a college. Also, a petition from Tho 
mas Morgan, of Sangamo county, Ilinois, pravine 
that a pension be allowed him for injaries received 
dnring the late war. Also, a remonstrance- from a 
number of citizens of Lasalle county, [lincis, 
against the annexation of Texas to the Union. 
Also, the petition of W. C. Osborne, of Whitesi'e 
county, Illinois, praying Tor the right of pre-emp 
tion, survey, etc. to certain lots in the town of 
Albany, in said county. Also, the petition of Asa 
Lee Davison, and others, praying. for the right of 
pre-emption to certain lands therein set forth. Also, 
ihe petition of Clarke Hollenbeck, and others, 
praying indemnity for losses sustained during the 
late Indian disturbances in Hlinois. Also, a peti 
tion of a number of citizens of Wisconsin Terri- 
tory, praying the erection of a light-house at Sovth- 
port, Racine county, in said Territory. Also, a 
petiion from a number of inhabitants residing in 
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the northern part of Ulinois, praying for the passage 
of a pre-emption law. Also, the petition of John 
Painter, of Green county, Ilhnois, praying that he 
be aliowed a pension. Also, the petition of Asher 
Holmes, Sidney Wood, and Rufus Rice, of Will 
county, Illinois, praying for the right of pre-emp- 
tion to three islands in the Kankakee river. Also, 
a petition from a number of citizens of Falton 
county, Illinois, praying for an extension of the 
pre-emption jaws. ] 

Messrs. MARTIN, CHAPMAN, LAWLER, 
and LYON, of Alabama. 

[Mr. Cuapman presented the petitions of Joel 
Chandler, Abraham Woodall, William Walker, 
Jehu Hollinsworth, ; A. Williams, and Wim. 
James Arons, praying to be relieved fron the 
consequences of mistakes in the entry of lands. 

Mr. ©. presented the petition of Isaac and Wm. 
W:lborne, asking the confirmation of title to a re- 
servation of land; the petition of Elisha Moreland, 
Wm. N. K Kenedy, 
Lewis, ask 
lieu of the: 





T. ¢ 
leant 


enedy, Robert and Mason F., 
lands in 


an Indian re- 


maerel . +) 
ing privilege of entering other 
' 
} 


re-emptions taken by 


servation; the petition of Willis Stephens, asking 
confirmation of title to land. 

Mr. Crapaan also presented the memorial of 
citizens of the Creek nation, who were deprived of 
their pre-empltions under the act of L834, by the 
location of Indian reservations, praying the privi- 


lege of entering other lands in lieu; the petition of 
the citizens of Cl 
new land district i: the Cherokee country, and the 
location of the Jand thateounty. A me- 
morial was presented by Mr. Chapman, praying a 
grant of pre-emptions to the settlers on the public 
lands in that part of the Cherokee country situated 
in Alabama. 

Mr. C. introduced 


routes, viz: from 


wee county, Alabama, praying a 


office in 


several petitions for mail 
Decatur, Ala. to Rome, Geo.; 
from Semerville to Bennetsville, in Alabama; from 
White Plains, passing Cane Creek and Tallapoo- 
sa, Ala. to Carrollton, Georgia.] 

Messrs. MILLER and HARRISON, of Mir- 
souri. 

[Mr. Mitcer presented a petition from Joseph 
Evans and others, asking Congress to grant them 
pre-emption rights to certain lands in the State of 
Missouri, therein mentioned. Also, a petition from 
Harvey H. Colgan, asking Congress to grant him 
a pre-emption right to a certain tract of landin the 
State of Missouri, therein mentioned. ] 

[Mr. Harrison presented sundry petitions from 
the citizens of Missouri. praying a grant of land 
for the construction of a road from the seat of Go- 
vernment in Missouri to the seatof Government 
in Arkansas. Memorial of the Legislature of 
Missouri, asking Congress to pass a preemption 
liv. ‘The petition .of sundry citizens, praying the 
establishment of a mail route from Troy in Line>in 
county, to Danvil The 
petition of James A. Clark for a pre-emption nght. 
The petition of sundry citizens of Audrain county 
for a mai! route trom Columbia, in Boon county, to 
Mexico in sail county. Of sundry 
Cole r a marl route from Marion,in said 
county, to the town of California. Petition of 
James Allen for pension. Of Witham Turney for 
a pension. 

Mir. Haraison then moved tha! the following pe- 
titions, &c. > table at the end of the last 
session of the last Cong ip, and be 

several committees to which 
they were re ely then referred: The petition 
of sundty citizens of Missouri, praying additional 
wesiern frontier. A resolution in- 
iiteeon Military Affairs to in- 
qnire int» the expediency of placing at the disposal 
of the Siate of Missouri, for the use of that State, 
cannon, carriages, &c. complete for the field, for 
two companies of light artillery, to be used for the 
prot tion of the State. The petition of sundry 
citizens asking pre-emption. rights upon such 
French and Spa: 
Board of Coma 


le in Montgomery county. 


citizens of 


coun y fi ! 


laidvon t! 
SS, he taken 


avain re erre to the 


protection to the 


stru tin yr the Comn 


sh claims as were rejected by the 
Petition of the citizens of 
Ray county, praying for an additional land district. 
Of the citizens of Boone county, praying for a land of- 
fice at Columbia in said county. Memorials from the 
Legislature of Missouri, for a grantof land for 
primaro schools; to appropriate the interest arising 


isoners 


i. 
* 
~ 


Pe 9 Se in 


~ ange Be 
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from the sale of the seminary lands to the purpose of 
primary schools; fora new land office; for the pas- 
sage of an act authorizing a change in the applica- 
tion of funds appropriated in support of a semi- 
nary of learning; for the passage of a law allowing 
ons. ‘The petiion ol sun 





pre-empt iry cHizens of 


Crawford, Pulaski, Franklin, and Gasconade coun- 
ties, for a new land district. Of sundry citizens 
asking the privilege of improving the navigation 


of Salt ri Re 
tee on Roads and Can 


diency « 


ver. structing the Commiut- 
ls to inquire into the expe- 
improving the navigation of the Merri- 
mack civer. Memorial of the citizens of St. Louis, 
relative to the loc Cumberland road. 


lution in 


tion of the 


Petition of the citizens of the townof Carondelet, 
asking the passace of a law to authorize a division 
of their land. Memorial of the citizens of 
Clay coun! asking for a superintendency of 
Indian aflairs on the western frontier. Me- 
morial of the Missouri and Mississippi Rail- 
road Company. Petition of the citizens of 
Lewis and Clarke counties, for a mail route. 
Petition of Wm. Monroe and sundry other citizens, 
asking remuneration for Indian depredations. 
Petiticn of Jefferson Greer and John Wiley, for 


compensation fer land taken from them which 


they had bought of the United States. Of Jonathan 
B (nie, i i cn il vc < f ( ntry. Ut J . \' Nits if, 
pray iv rehel et forth in petition. OF Hin 
St mir change of Of Henry Du- 
chuqnette 1! athers, for relief respecting their 
cla land. Of Jno. Wilson, for compensation 
for services rendered d iw the Black Hawk war 
Of the heirs of Lew ! ( J bal y, 
of J V. Garnier, ol R ( Tho 
Mulanphy’ eirs, of . Susan 
Labeaurine, of Albert ‘J f Pierre 1 Forge, 
of Wim. Alley, of Cl \ overs, 
of ‘Velford ‘J r, of J I end lex, 
Mor ra oi | | LO . yard » DIU = 
field, of Wi Viu 

N H] . » | nie etit i 1e 
hye ( Dat ‘= ) | wv iY on for 
the services of U estor.] 

Mr. YELL al 

Mr. CRARY Michievan 

[Mr. Crary ] d the owing } ns: 

A petinon of certain inhabitants of Brownstown, 
in Wayne county, for the establishment of a mail 
route. A petition of certain inhabitants of Calhoun 
€ ty fora mail route from Marshall to the Grand 
ri A petition of 26 citize London, in Monro 
Ci ty, against t ppexauon ‘Texas to the 


Union. } 
Mr. IONES of Wisconsin. 
|[Mr. Jones of Wisconsit 

ing petitions: 
Dat t , tr 


i¢ AS it 


Cleveland, Ohio; of Erie, Pa. of Milwaukie, Wis. 





Ter.; of Berrien, Michigan, praying for the con- 
struction of a harbor at Racine, at the mouth of 
Rest river, in Wisconsin. A petition of ~inhabi- 
tants of Wisconsin, on the subject of the Northern 
boundary of Missouri. The petition of John 
Daugherty, of lowa county, Wisconsin, who prays 
for the passage of a law to authorize him to enter 
certain lands in id Territory at the minimum 
Government pri The proceedings of a conven- 
tion of the peop! Wisconsin Territory, west of 
the M ssippi river, who pray for the establish- 
ment of a eparate Territorial Government, west 
of t { p r. Also, for the passage of 
a pre-emption law; and alse, the adjustment of the 
Northern boundary line of Missouri. A petition 
from mary citizens of Brown county, Wisconsin, 
who pray for the construction of a light-house and 
harb t Rew in said Territory. <A petition 
from citizens of Brown county, praying for the esta- 
blishment of a custom-house at Green Bay, and 


for making said place a port of entry. A petition 


from the widow of George C. Willard, deceased, 
for the right to enter a part of the sixteenth section 
in the Mineral Point land district. A petition of 
William, Henry, and Thomas Jenkins, praying 
for the right to enter a quarter section ef land, 
each, in the Mineral Point land rict, at the mi- 


nimum Government price. Petitions from citizens 
of Jonesville; of Van Buren and Lee counties; *ef 
Milwaukie, ete. of DaBuque; of Chicago, IIL; of 


n the people_of Buffalo, N. Y. of 
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Rockmgbam; of Hennepin, IIl.; all praying for the 
establishment of post routes. A petition from se- 
veral citizens of Belleview, for the amendment 
of the law authorizing the laying off said town. A 
petition from the citizens of Prairie Du Chien, Wis. 
T’.. praying that the Fort at that place be granted to 
a board of trustees for a seminary of learning, 
whenever the same be not needed as a military 
ost. Memorials from the Legislative Assembly 
of Wisconsin Territory, praying for the construc- 
tion of a road from Lake Michigan to the Missis- 
sippi river; from Fort Winnebago to intersect the 
road from Chicago, Illinois, to Green Bay, between 
the former place, and Milwaukee; from Fort Win- 
nebago to Fort Howard, and from Green Bay to 
Lake Michigan; for aship canal from Sheboyagan 
to Lake Winnebago; for Light Houses, Harbours, 
and Surveys; for the improvement of rivers, and 
for placing buoys in Fox river. A _ petition of 
citizens of Fort Madison for post routes. Memo- 
rial of citizens residing on Lake Michigan,' pray- 


ing for the construction of a light house at the 
mouth of Sauk river. The petition of the 


administrator of Henry Gratiot, deceased. A 
memorial from the Legislative Assembly, who 
pray that arms, &c. may be furnished for the de- 
fence of the Territory by its inhabitants in the 
eventof war. <A petition of citizens of Wiscons n 
Tervitory, for the passage of a pre-emption law, 
and for the restriction of sales of public lands to 
actual settlers. A petition for roads from Chicago 
to Green Bay, &c. A petition for a harbor and 
licht-house at Milwaukie. A petition praying for 


the construction of a harber at Kewanee, Wiscon- 
in Territory. A petition for harbors at Root 
river and at Milwaukie. A resolution for the 
division of Wisconsin Territory. The petition of 


Henry Gratiot, dec’d, which 
was referred to the Committee of Indian Affairs. J 

Mr. GRIFFIN of South Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. EWING, 

Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Public 
Lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of providing by law for investigating and deciding 

such ‘militia,’ and ‘heads of family,” and 
other claims to tracts of land in the Vincennes 
land- district, as were not fully inquired into, nor 
‘cided upon their meitts, by former commission- 
ers, but are noted in their report; also into the ex- 
pediency of providing for all such confirmed rights 
as are mentioned herewith in the letter from the 
Land Commissioner, not yet surveyed or located, 


; ! y «al , ¢ ea? 14 leas 
sfied, by allowing : ld land 


the administrator of 


i 
d 


or Sal s to be entered 
» into the expediency of making 
some further special provision to indemnify indi- 
viduals for serviceable improvements made on 
public lands, when the pre-emption was not ob 
tamed under former laws ; also into the expediency 
of authorizing the State of Indiana to rescind a 
clause in the compsct entered into when she formed 
her Constitution, s> that she may be at liberiy to 
equatize her tax upon lands, from and after the 
day of sale; also into the expediency of granting 
to the officers and privates in the service of the 
United States, as rangers and militia for six 
months altogether, daring the last war, a tract of 
land each, apportioned according to.rank and ser- 
vices. 
Resolved, That a memorial herewith of the citi- 
zens of Indianapolis and its vicinity, in relation to 
the Cumberland road, be referred tc the Committee 
on Roads and Canals, with instructions to inquire 
if it would not best comport with public inierest, 
and be expedient, to abridge the duties of the chief 
superintendent, by confining his attention to the 
work required ia one State, and to him of 
the incumbrance of keeping and paying out the 
money appropriated, by providing for an arrange- 
ment with the Trea Department and the State 
Jank of Indiana; and also to make an ample ap- 
propriation for the vigorous prosecution and com- 
nletion of the grading, metaling, and bridging, re- 
quired on the road throuch the State of Indiana. 
Resolved, ‘That the Committee on the Militia 
be instructed io ing ire into the expediency of an- 
thorizing the appointment of suitable and compe- 
tent military inspectors, to muster and train and 
discipline the commissioned and non-commissioned 


militia officers of the several States in field encamp- 


in heu thereof; al 


Freie ase 


ury 


ment sixty days of each year, and paying . a. 
cers as cadets are now paid during the "peri ype 
their instruction in camp. wo 

Resolved, That the Committee of Clair 
instructed to inquire into the justice and 
diency of amending “An act to provide for tho ».. 
ment of horses lost or destroyed in the a 
the United States,” approved January 18, 39 


45 Da 


and expe. 


ea 1837 
so as to embrace and provide for horses |,., oad 
private property consumed or wasted by eaeie 


rangers, and militia, and volunteers, in the ay») 
rized Wabash campaigns of 1811, and pr = 
the formal declaration of war in June, 18]2. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commorra 
instructe1 to inquire into the expediency of ;., 
blishing a port of entry at Evansville, on the ),. 
river. 

On motion of Mr. A. G. HARRISON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Jnijp 
be instructed to inquire into the expedienc 
extending to the district court of the United 
for the State of Missouri, its original jurisdic; 
and of allowing two terms in the year to the erp 
court of the United States for said district, . 

Resolved, That the Cdmmittee on Fost 
and Post Roads be instructed to inqnire into 
expediency of establishing a mail route froy (>>. 
rojton in Carrol county, to‘*the town of Far Wee 
in Caldwell county, Arkansas. 

Mr. JONES of Wisconsin moved to refer | 
the Committee on Public Lands a resoly 
adopted at the last winter’s session of Congress, »p. 
quiting into the expediency of establishing ty. 
land oilices west of the Mississippi river, in \\ 
consin Territory. 

On motion of Mr. CHAPMAN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Ju 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of ; 
storing to the United States District Cour 
Huntsville, Alabama, the jurisdiction of whic) ; 
was deprived by the act establishing the Cir, 
Court of that place, and of altering the tim 
holding said District Court. 

On motion of Mr. CASEY, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads x 
Canals be instructed to inquire into th: ex 
ency of making an appropriation for the im; 
ment of the navigation of the Great Wabash riy 

On motion of Mr. MAY, 

Resolved, That tne Committee on the Post Of 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency 
establishing a post route from Carrolton, in Gree 
county, Tilinois, via Eaton’s mills, Wilmis 
and Glasgow, to Winchester in Morgan county. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Ovice 
and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of s 
aitering the mail route from Chicagd to Galena, 
as to have the same pass through the seats of jus 
tice of Kane, De Kalb and Ogle counties, thence 
to West Grove, Cherry Grove and Williams 
Grove to Galena. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, the ‘following bills 
were referred to committees, viz: 

Bill No. 87, making appropriations to complete 
certain roads in Alabama. Referred to the Com: 
mittee on Roads and Canals. 

Bill No. 457, providing more effectually for the 
defence of the Arkansas frontier. Referred to tht 
Committee on Military Affairs. 

Bill No. 802, granting. pre-emption right 
actual settlers on public lands. Referred to th 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Bill No.'908, establishing additional land duties 
in Alabama. Referred to the same committee. 

Biils No, 947 and 483, to repair Little Roek and 
other roads. Referred to the Committee on Roads 
and Canals. 

Also a number of private bills. 

On motion of Mr. TURNEY, 

Resolved, That the Commiitee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the ¢x- 
pediency of discontinuing the mail route from Wi 
chester, the county seat of Franitin county, to Jax 
per, in Marion county; and also the roate from 
Winchester to Bellfonte, Jackson county, Alabam?; 
and establishing in lieu thereof a route from Wit- 


OF 


chester to Bolivar, in Jackson county, via Crow 


creek, &c, That the committee also inquire inte 
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he expediency of ,establishing a mail route from 

McMinnville, the county seat of Warren county, 

to Jasper, in Marion county, Tennessee, by way of 
sheba Springs. 

— batet Mr. CROCKETT, a 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
plishing a District Court of the United States at 
jacksen, in West Tennessee. 

“On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Commerce be 
ystructed to inquire into the expediency of esta- 
blishing a port of entry at Evansville, on the Ohio 
river. 

Oa motion of Mr. HAMER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of increasing the pension of John M. Pike, 
¢ Adams county, Ohio, to the sum allowed to a 
lieutenant in the Revolutionary army. 

On motion of Mr. KILGORE, 

Resowed, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of in- 
creasing the salary of the district judge of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. HAMER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
ms be instructed to inquire into the propriety of 
allowing a pension to Adam Shrofe, of Brown 
county, Ohio, for wounds received during the late 
war with Great Britain. 

On motion of Mr. MASON of Ohio, 

Resolved, That the petition of James Rigsden and 
the vouchers in support thereof, now on the files of 
this House, be referred to the Committee on Indian 
Affairs; and that the petition of James Smith of 
Ohio, and McClelland of Pennsylvania, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 

On motion of Mr. HARPER, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Claims ingnire 
to the expediency of allowing compensation to 

Adam Smith, of Licking connty, Ohio, for mate- 
tials furnished by him for the erection of the Cum- 
berland road, west of the river Muskingum. 

(Mr. Suievps yesterday presented the memorial 
f sundry citizens of the county of Lincoln, State 

Tennessee, praying Congress to authorize the 
ale of a township of school land therein described; 
which, on his motion, was referred to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. Suie.ps, 

The petition of Major William Smith, of Ten- 
nessee, asking an increase of pension, and the evi- 
dence and papers relating to said claim, were re- 
ferred to the Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

On motion of Mr. Suievps, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Indian Affairs 
be mstructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
munerating the legal heirs and representatives of 
William Anderson, for property taken or destroyed 
y the Cherokee Indians about the year 1788; and 
that the papers relating thereto, on file of the 
House, be referred to the same committee. ] 

Mr. HAYNES moved that the House resolve 
‘self into a Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union on the President’s Message. 

Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio objecting, on the 
cround that he desired that the standing committees 
should first report, 

Mr. HAYNES moved a suspension of the rules: 


ost. 





Reports were then called for from the standing 
committees, 

Mr. CAMBRELENG, from the Committee of 
Ways and Means, reported a bill for the relief of 
Chastellain and Ponvert: read twice, and com- 
mitted. 

_Also, a bill for the relief of Robert Dickey, of 
New York: read twice, and committed. 

Mr McKIM, from the same committee, reported 
4 bill for the relief of the president and directors of 
the Baltimore and Susquehanna Railroad Compa- 
hy: read twice, and committed. 

Mc. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, from the Com- 
mittee of Claims, reporied all the cases referred, 
under the order, to that committee on Monday last. 

The following is a list of the bills, viz: for the 
Teuef of — 


Gen. A. Macomb 


\ Francis Gardiner 
Bamel Sanderson 


Benjamin Mooers 
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Ebenezer A. Lester 

Jesse E Dow 

Edward Burges 

Daniel T. Patterson 

Wm. Bailey, surviving part- 
ner of Bailey & Deford 

John MeCartv 


Eli Horton 
M. Gelston, executor of 
David Gelston 

John M. Oliver 
John Kreps 
Christopher Clerk 
Philip Marshal, « 


William H. Bell Curtis Grobb 
David Caldwell, reps. of Joho B. Perkin 
Renj. H. Mackall William Eadus 
James J Patterson Hat i Mud ng 


Danie! Davis 
Jame 5 Baker 
Roswell Lee, reps. of 
Thomas F. MeCanless 


Rokt Peebles and John Graham 
Edw'd Duval, administrators o! 
Richard Frisby 

John P. Austin and Edward N 


Joseph Hall Tailer 
Jonathan Davis Alexander G. Morcan 
Athion T. Crow Jonathan Elliot 


John Wilson 

John Downes 

Christopher Werner 

David H. Maxwell 

Teak!e Savave, alministratory 
of Bolitha Law 

Thomas Tyner, et al 

Melancthon T. Wool sey 

Joseph Nourse 

James L. Kenner 

James Herron 

Ht. W. Russel 

Freeman Brady 

Robert Fulton, heirs 

Thomas Fillebrown, jun 

Levy Court, Caivert county, 
Maryland 

Hugh MeDonald 

Charles Benns 


Wim. R. Taylor, administrator 
of Jonathan Taylor 
John Addoms reps. of 
Thomas W. Bacot, reps. of 
Allen R. Moore 
Bias Jans 
James MeMahon 
Sarah Murphy 
Abraham Lansing 
Thomas J. Lawler, and Smith 
M. Miles 
Nicholas Hedges 
Presley N. O’ Bannon 
William Tharp 
Wm. and James C.voks 
James Callan 
Farrow and Harris 
Converse and Ree 
Joseph Radcliff 
All the foregoing bills were read twice, and 
committed to a Committee of the Whole House. 


The CHAIR laid before the Hous 
ine Executive communications: 

1. From the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, a report in relation to some land claims. 

On motion of Mr. YELL, referred to the Com- 
mittee on Public Lands. 

2. From the Department of State, an abstract of 
the number of American seamen, etc. 

On motion of Mr. SMITH, re‘erred to the Com- 
mittee ¢ 

3. I’vom the Secretary of the Treasury, a report 
on the subject of building light-houses, light-boats, 
beacon lights, and buoys. 

Referred to the committee on Commerce, on 
motion of Mr. SMITH. 

4. From the Secretary of the Navy an abstract 
of the contingent expenses 


the follow- 


n Commerce. 


of that Department. 


On motion of Mr. WHITTLESEY of Ohio, 
laid on the tabie. 
The following resolution submitted by Mr. 


BOND, on Monday 
to. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Treasury be 
directed to furnish this House a statement of the 
several amounts paid in specie by the deposite 
banks on the checks or orders of the Treasury 
Department since the 13th of May last, and the 
amount and date of any such checks on which 
said banks refused payment in specie, in part or 
in whole. 

On motion, 

The House adjourned. 


last, was taken up, and agreed 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Fripay, Dec. 15, 1837. 
Mr. HAYNES asked the unanimous consent of 
the House to move that the House resolve itself 


into a Committee of the Whole on the state of the fc 


Union on the President’s Message. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. HAYNES moved a suspension of the rule; 
which we- agreed to—ayes 119, noes 37. 

Mr. OWENS gave noticé that on Monday next 
he wouid ask leave to bring in a bill to provide for 
fixing the Northeastern boundary line. , 

“REFERENCE OF THE MESSAGE. 

On motion of Mr. HAYNES, the House then 
went into committee, Mr. Apams in the chair, on 
the President’s Message. 

Mr. HAYNES then submitted the resolutions 
offered by him some days since, with a modifi- 
cation. 

The first and second resolutions were agreed to 
without a division, as follows : 

1. Resolved, That so much of the President’s 
Message as refers to the political relations of the 
United States with foreign nations be committed to 
the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

2. Resolved, That so much of said Message as 


29 














relates to the commerce of the United States with 
foreign nations be referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 


The third resolution was then taken up as fol- 
lows : 

3. Resolved, That so much of said Message as 
relates to the finances, and every thine connected 
therewith ; to the safe-keeping of the public mor 
and every thing connected therewith; and 


VY 
YO, 


much 


thereof as relates to the Bank of the United States, 
be referred to the Committee of Way ‘ nd M ans. 

Mr. CAMBRELENG suggested to the movet 
that the questions submitted to Congress by the 
President, in reference to the reissue of the note 
of the old Bank of the United States, belonged 


} 1 


rather to the Judiciary Committee than te that of 
W ys an { M ‘ans. He tnerelore mov d to strike 
ont that part of the lution relating to the Bank 
of the United States, and moved a fourth resolution 
as follows: 

4. Resolved, ‘That much of the President's 
Message as relates to the reissuing of the notes of 


the late Bank of the United States, be re 
the Committee on the Judiciary. 

WISE said he cared nothing about the 
amendment offered by the gentleman from New 
York, and he rose to object to this third resolution 
in the whole. 

The CHAIR (Mr. Adams) reminded the 
man that the amendment would alone be pending, 
and it would not, therefore, be strictly in order to 
debate the whole resolu 


Mr. WISE would post 


{ rred to 


’ 
reatie- 


ongat that time. 
3 


pone his remarks for the 
resent. 
Mr. HAYNES accented the modificatron of th 
third resolution; and the question recurring reon, 
Mr. WISE spoke at length against the resolu- 
tion, and in reference to the various portions of the 
Mess hay rel 1 to u t finan- 
( vii v \ ‘ ) ilo ny i 1 this 
subject, unless it migh a committee of one from 
each State; and hee x pressed hy lissent to both of 
the plans adverted to in the Message—the Sub- 


Treasury and the Special Deposite system. 

Mr. HAYNES dit was not his design to have 
said a single \ don the ubleet of the reso- 
lutions, prepared by him, befere U Tlou But 
In reiation to the resointion re ring to the idan- 
ces, he had strong doubts as to whether the last 
cial vhich had been withdrawn by him, might 
noi have been more ly i red to the Com 
™ eon the Jud ' \ rent the modi- 
heats Pose lt by the chairman of the Committee 
of Ways and Means. He, Mr. H. ¢ L not re- 
frain from expressing his surprise at the course 
pursued by the gentleman from Virginia (Mr. Wise) 


who had remarked at such length on matters not 
then before the J[luuse, the question pen ling beime 


one of mere r He consid 
tion of the genticmag’s speech as entirely 
and foreign to the subject | 


‘ference, ered @ great por- 
irrelevant 
‘ them, and he 
would not attempt to follow the gent!eman through 
his unneee irrelevant remarks, but hoped 
that nothing would be said but what was applica- 
ble to the question before them. 


yefore 


sary and 
1 


Mr. BOON said he had not risen for the purpose 
of making a speech, but simply to express his great 
astonishment at witnessing the terrible finttering 
among the “wounded pigeons,” that had been pro- 
duced by a simple proposition to have referred to 
one of the standing committees of the House a 
portion of the President’s annual message to Con- 
gress; Why (inquired Mr. B.) all this bustle and 
alarm in the ranks of the modern Whig party, if 
it he true, as has been stated by the Opposition, 
that the measures recommended by the President 
have been disapproved and condemned by the 
people? We are told that the people are opposed 
to the Sub-Treasury scheme as recommended by 
the present Chief Mz and the late local 
elections in New York, and some few other States, 
had been adveried to, as proof positive of the 
will of the people touching the Sub-Treasury 
scheme. One would be led to believe, from the 
deciarations of the Whigs, that the little Magician, 
as they are pleased to ca!] ‘the President, was, 
to use a common phrase, literally “used up” in 
several of the States. .Now, Mr. Chairman, if the 


igistrale; 


oft-repeated declarations of the Opposition be true 


ser tonne april 
Sat gee eee 


ad 


ng 


npr 


Dates 





=i Eo einen 


in this respeet, why the necessity of endeavoring to 
increase the excitement in the country, which is 
already too highly excited, by additional exciting 
and alarming apni s being made here, and sent 
forth to the country, before the President’s Message 
had been referred to the appropriate standing com 
mittees of the House, and before any report having 
been made thereon? Mr. B. said that he Vie swed 
such a course of proceeding not oniy uniair toward 
the Adininistration, but as being without a prece- 
dent in the history of any former ¢ ee 
proceee ings, and could , be produc ” 
live o! any be nefic oe : iy ple and the 
country. But, sir, we are tol t e Administra- 
tion and jtsfriend the Sove 
reien will ¢ the people. Ait. B. said there was 
not a pub! man living, who he ihe sovereien 
wi eet preg’ nstitu rher or greater 
reverence and re himself did; 
yet he felt dis nel off the part 
of — al demegogue in <ewhere. 
H would, he said, ¢ nm all que tions of public 
yr licy, end eavor faithfully to represent the 
his constituents, whenever made known to him; 
and he presumed. that there not a mem 
ber of that Hlouse who would intentionally mis- 
represent the will or the wishes of his immediate 
constituents. Mr. B. said that he wasin favor of 
the proposition of the gentleman from Georgia, 
(Mr. Haynes) that of referring ~ subject of the 
public revenue, and every thing “onnected there- 
with, to the Committee 5 ian id Means; and 
when that committee s hall have made their report 
to the House, it would then be competent for the 
majority of the House to ado pt Or re ject tt ie Same, 
e the ; in whole or in part. A different course, said 
ane B. would only tend to de 
> House upon ihe great and exciti ng question as 
to the fanart sal e-keeping of the public revenue. 
Mr. B. ad ed, that he had a few rds io say in 
cone usion, in reply to remarks which had 
just been uttered by the member from Massachu- 
setts, (Mr. Reed) who had last addressed the com- 
mittee. That gentleman, in his attack upon the 
late and present Administrations of the General 
Government, stated in his place, that this Govern- 
ment would no doubt lose a very considerable 
amount of the public revenne which had been de- 
posited by order of the late Administration in the 
State banks. We are told that the Treasury of the 
United States is now bankrupt, and that the Go- 
vernment ts in danger of losing a very considerable 
amount of the pablic money now on deposite in 
the State hanks! 

_ Sir, from what party does this suspicion and charge 
of bank delingnency come? Does itcome from any 
friend of the late or present S Aministvastont No, 
sir: it comes froma leader of the modern Vhig par- 
ty! This suspicion and charge of State bank de- 
linquency comes with a bad grace from the benk 
Whigs themselves. When President Jackson caused 
the money of the people deposited in the 
Whig banks for safe-l then thought and 
believed, as I did myself’, others who favored 
the measure, that the managers of those “Whig” 
banks were hortesi men, and thal they would not, 
by any possible means, defraud t he Government 
and the people ont of one cent of their money. 

Mr. B. said that eighty-eight State and local 
banks had been selecicd by the 


late Administration 
as depositories of the public revenue, of that 
number uld hazard 


the declaration, without 
offic ial iniormaticn being given, that at least eigh- 
ty-five of those deposite banks were under the con- 
troland management of “ Whigs.” The public 
moneys ol the people, thus deposited for safe-keep- 
ing, are in the hands of the “ Whigs,” and if any 
portion of it should be lost to the Government, it 
it would be justly chargeable to the dishonesty of 
ine * Whig” barks, and those who control and m mage 
the Operations vi the not to any 
act of the late or present itions of the 
General Governmen arged by the 
modern * Whig * , 

The debate was continued by 
REED and EWING; when, without taking 
ihe a uestion, on motion of Mr. CAMBRE- 

ENG, the committee rose and reported, and the 
first two resolutions were concutted in. 
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lay the final actiou of 
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inthis reapcet, why the necessity of endeavoring to || On motion of Mr. ADAMS, twee [| sheastshlsimaent of a weekly wall oun fen 
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On motion of Mr. ADAMS, it was 

Resolved, That, when the House adjourn this 
| day, it shall adjourn till Monday next. 

On motion of Mr. ADAMS, the use of the hall, 
to»morrow, at 11 o’clock, was granted to the Rey. 
Mr. Wolff. Mr A. prefaced his motion by some 

eloquent remarks on the objects and mission of 
Me Wolff. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication in relation to some private claim; 
which, én motion of Mr. REED, was referred to 
the Committ ee on Naval Affairs. 

Also, from the Commissioner on Public 
Buildings, a report ofthe expenditures thereon 
during the present year; which, on motion of Mr. 
WHITTLESEY, of Ohio, w as laid on the table. 

The message from the Senate for the appoint- 
ment of a joint committee. on enrolled bills, was 
taken up, and concurred in. 

Two bills from the Senate, viz: 

1. An act for the relief of Etisha Towns, and 

2. An act for the relief of Erastus Fairbanks 
and Thaddens Fairbanks, were taken up, read 
twice, and referred to the Committee on Patents. 

On motion of Mr. BRONSON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 


the 


|| Pensions be directed to inquire into the expediency 


of amending the act entitled ‘‘An act for the relief 


e John P. "Becker, ” nassed March 3d, 1837, so 


| and Post Roads be instructed to 


as to allow the said Becker a pension ‘of ninety- 
six dollars per annum. 

On motion of Mr. GARLAND, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office 
inquire into the 
expediency of authorizing the Postmaster General 


| to pay to Elisha Jackson, of Virginia, the amount 
| of the drafts drawn on the 29th day of December, 


| favor of said Jackson: 


| ble the Ist day of November, 


834, by William Smith, late mail contractor, in 
one for $237, payable the 
f August, 1835; another for $237, paya- | 
1835 ; and another 


Ist day « 


| for $237, payable the Ist day of February, 1836 ; 


which were duly accepted by the treasurer of the 


| department, and have been protested for non-pay- 


ment. 
On motion, 
The House adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Monpay, Dec. 18, 1837. 

As soon as the Journal was read, 

Mr. B RIGGS rose and addressed the Chair as 
follows 

Mr. asides A few days sincé my colleague 
was excused from serving on the Committee of 
Ways and Means of this House. The Speaker 


did me the honor of appointing me to fill the va- 


| cancy occasioned by his withdrawal. 


The circum- 


| stances under which that vacancy occurred, which 


I deeply regret, seem to render it improper that I 
j 


should occupy the place on that important commit- 


| tee. This, with perhaps one or two exceptions, is 


| seits. 


the opinion of all my colleagues from Massachu- 
I therefore, sir, respectfully decline the ap- 
pointment, and ask the House to excuse me from 


| serving 


| Mr. 


Mr.B. was accordingly excused, and the Chair 
ordered to fill the vacancy. 

Petitions and memorials were then presented by 
DOWNING of Florida. 

Messrs. CHAPMAN and MARTIN of Ala- 
bama. 

[Mr. Cuapman presented the petition of Isaac 


Morrow of Madison county, Alabama, praying a 


right to enter at Government price, a one-quarter 


| section of land, in lien of his former pre-emption 
| taken by a sixteenth section.) 


Mr. CASEY, of Illinois. 
[Mr. Casey presented the petition of sundry citi- 


| zens of Lawrence county, Illinois, praying Con- 
| gress to grant to Jacob May, of said county, the 


right of pre-emption to one handred and sixty acres 
of land, in township five north, range fourteen 
west; which, on his motion, was referred to the 
Committee on the Public Lands.] 

Messrs. HEROD, EWING, and RARIDEN, of 
Indiana. 

(Mr. Rartpen presented the petition of sundry 
Gitizens of De Kalb county, Indiana, praying for 


the establishment of a weekly mail route 
Wayne, Allen county, Indiana, to Denmark, We 
liams county, Ohio, thence, intersecting a conte, 
plated route trom Defiauce, Ohio, to Lima, Indiana, 
| passing through the villages of Orange and Vienna. 
referred to the Committee on the Post Office and 
ke Roads. } 

Messrs. W HITTLESEY, HARPER » MORRIS, 
| ales and MASON, of Ohio. 

Mr. Speaker POLK, Messrs. CAMPBELL and 
CARTER, of Tennessee. 

Mr. SHERROD WILLIAMS of Kentucky. 

Messrs. HAYNES, JACKSON, and Daw. 
| SON of Georgia. 

{Mr. Jacxson presented the petition of sundry in. 


| habitants of Cass, Paulding, and Campbell, coun. 


ties, Georgia, praying the establishment of a post 
roe from Campbellton to Cassville, in the saiq 
State: referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads.] 

Messrs. BOULDIN, COLES, CRAIG, JOHN. 


| SON, BEIRNE, MORGAN, and JONES, of Vj;. 


ginia. 

Messrs. McKIM, JENIFER, THOMAS, and 
HOWARD, of Maryland. 

Mr. MILLIGAN of Delaware. 

Messrs. PAYNTER, HENRY, NAYLOR, 
DARLINGTON, BIDDLE, TOLAND, M. Mor. 
RIS, 8S. W. MORRIS, POTTER, HAMMOND, 
and PLUMER of Pennsylvania. 

(Mr. M. Morris presented three petitions of 
similar import, signed, one by 49, another by 99, 
and another by 100: women’ of Bucks county, 
Pennsylvania, for the abolition of slavery in the 
District of Columbia and the Territories, and the 
slave trade between the States; which he moved 
to be referred to the Committee ‘for the District of 
Columbia; but, on motion, they were laid on the 
table.] 

Messrs. HALSTEAD and STRATTON of New 
Jersey. 

Messrs. PARKER, McCLELLAN, FILL- 
MORE, MARVIN, NOBLE, TAYLOR, LOOMIS, 
CHILD, GRANT, BRONSON, CAMBRELENG, 
BIRDSALL, HOFFMAN, RUSSELL, TITUS, 
KEMBLE, CLARK, MITCHELL and BRUYN 
of New York. 

[Mr. Bronson presented the following petitions 
viz: Petition of Chauncey Calhoun of Watertown, 
praying the allowance and payment of the balance 
due him from the United States for work done on 
the Madison barracks at Sacket’s Harbor, New 
York: referred t. Committee of Claims, The pe- 
tition of Mary Snow, widow of Jonas Snow, a 
revolutionary soldier, deceased, praying fora pene 
sion: referred to Commijtee on Revolutionary 
Pensions. Petition of sundry inhabitants of Jei- 
ferson county, New York, for the construction of 


a ship and steamboat canal around the Fallsoi ~ 


Niagara. ] 

{Mr. Taytor presented several petitions from 
inhabitants of the towns of Salina, Pompey, Fabius, 
Truxton, Cincinnatus, and Chenango, for the esta- 
blishment of a mail route from Binghampton to 
Syracuse, New York, to pass through Lisle, Cin- 
cinnatus, East Solon, Truxton, Fabius, Pompey, 
and Jamesville. Also, the petition of Barbara 
Reily, for arrearage of pension. ] 

Messrs. EVERE’ 'T, SLADE, HALL, ALLEN, 
and FLETCHER, of Vermont. 

[Mr. Siang, in presenting an abolition petition, 
gave notice that he should address the House; and 
the subject lies over till to-morrow. ] 

_ (Mr. Fietcner presented the remonstrance of 
Stephen Watkins and five others, of Kirby, county 
of Caledonia, State of Vermont, against the ad- 
mission of Texas to the Union. Remonstrance of 
W. Chaplin and eighty-four men and women of 
Lyndon, county of Caledonia, and State of Ver- 
mont, on the same subject. Remonstrance of Da- 
vid Young and eighty-eight men and women, of 
Kirby, county of Caledonia, State of Vermont, 
upon the same subject. Petition of Charles Stone 
and seventy-three others, inhabitants of Lyndon, 
counjy of Caledonia, Vermont, for the abolition of 
slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia. Petition of fifty-nine women, of Burke, 
Newark, and Sutton, upon the same subject, coun- 
ty of Caledonia, Vermont. Petition of David 
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Young and eighty-five inhabitants of Kirby, coun- 
ty of Caledonia, Vermont, upon the same subject. 

(Mr. ALLEN presented the petition of H. B. Saw: | 
yer, lieutenant in the avy of the United States, | 
for a pension, for disabilities incurred in the service 
of his country. Also, the petition of John Baittie 
fora pension, for disabilities incurred in the last 
war. Also, the petition of Major Chapin for a || 
pension, for disabilities incurred in the war of 1812.] | 

Messrs. WHITTLESEY, INGHAM, HOLT, | 
and HALEY, of Connecticut. 2 

(Mr. WHITTLESEY presented the petition of Sa- | 
uel Dean for arrears of pension. Iso, that the | 
etition of Walter Bradly be removed from the | 
fies, and referred to the Committee of Ways and | 
Means. } 





Billings and others, in New London, Groton, and 
cionington, in Connecticut, praying for the erection 


(Mr. HaLey presented the petition of Coddington 
1 
| 


of alight house on the westend cf Fisher’s Island | 
ai Race Point, near the main land, in Connecticut, | 
and moved its reference to the Committee on Com- | 
merce. Also, the petition of Joshua Bill, praying | 
for an increase of his pension in consequence of a 

wound received in the war of the Revolution, and 

moved its reference to the Committee on Invalid | 
Pensions. 


slavery and the slave trade in the District of Co- 
lumbia, and moved its reference to the committee 
for said District. The petition, however, was laid 
on the table, on motion of Mr Gartanp of Virgi- 
nia. 

Seears. TILLINGHAST and CRANSTON of 
Rhode Island. 

Messrs. LINCOLN, REED, GRENNELL, 
HASTINGS, PHILLIPS, ADAMS, and PAR- 
MENTER, of Massachusetis. 

[Mr. Apams presented a memorial from some 
Peace society, praying that Congress wil! accede to 


matters in issue between the two countries should 
be amicably arranged, or submitted to arbitration. 

Mr. A. moved that it be referred to a sclect 
committee, ‘“‘with instructions to read, consider, 
and report thereon.” 

Mr. Howarp remarked that the subject had al- 
ready been referred to the Committee on Foreign 
Atfairs, under the order of the House of Friday 
last. He inquired if the motion was in order, with- 
out first repealing that order? 

The Cuair ruled the motion to be in order. 


Mr. Howarp moved to refer it to the Committee 
on Foreign Affairs. ‘With reference to the instruc- | 
tions “to read,” Mr. H. inquired of the gentleman 
if he ever knew an instance of that committee re- 
porting on any subject without reading it? 

Mr. Apams replied that he never knew that com- 
mittee to do so, but an instance did exist of another 
standing committee not only doing so, but a majo- 
rity of that committee had admitted it in a publica- 
tion over their own signatures. 

The Cuair said the petition giving rise to debate 
must lie over till to-morrow. 

Mr. Apams presented an anti-abolition petition 
from citizens of his district, and moved its printing 
and reference to the Committee for the District of 
Columbia; but, on motion of Mr. Dromcoo e, it 
was laid on the table. 

‘Mr. A. presented many other petitions on the 
subject of slavery and ‘Texas; which, on motion of 
Mr. DromGoo.e, were all laid on the table. ] 


(Mr. Parmenter presented the petition of Tho 
mas B. Gannet, and 124 others, of Cambridge; of 
Elijah Ruffer, and Nabby Willis, with 14 males 
and 34 females of Saxonville; of R. Hurlbut and 
Mary P. Huribut, with 57 males and 91 females, of 
Sedbury; of Isaac Smith and 26 others, of Wal- 
ham, allin Massachusetts; remonstrating against 
the annexation of Texas to the Union. Mr. P. also 
presented the petition of Elijah F. Valentine and 72 
others, of Cambridge; of N. BH. Grace and 116 
others, legal voters of Westford; of John Barker 
and 29 others, legal voters of Watertown; of Levi 
Brigham and 20 others, of Dunstable, all in Massa- 
chusetts, for the abolition of slavery and the slave 
trade in the District of Columbia. Also, the petition 
of N. H. Grace and 116 others, legal voters of 
Westford, Maseachusetis, for the abolition of | 


Also, the petition of 142 men in Nor- 
wich, Connecticut, praying for the abolition 


a proposition of the Legislature of Mexico: that all 
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slavery and the slave trade in the Territories of the 
United States.] 

Mr. CUSHMAN of New Hampshire. 

[Mr. Cusaman asked leave to offer the following 


| resolution : 


Resolved, That all petitions, memorials, and other 
papers, remenstrating against the a’mission of 
Texas into the Union, be laid on the table, until 
an application be made therefor on the part of that 
Government. 

Objection being made, 

Mr. C. moved a suspension of the rules, and 
asked for the yeas and nays, but they were not or- 
dered, and the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. C. also moved that the following petitions 
be taken from the files and again referred to ap- 
propriate committees, with additional evidence, 
Viz: 

The petition of Benjamin Watson, praying for 
a pension in consequence of disabilities incurred in 
the late war: referred to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. Also, the petition of William B. Par- 
ker, stating that during the late war with Great 
Britain, in the »bsence of the captain, he was, for 
thirteen and a half months, eharged with the com- 
mand of a cempany in the fortieth regiment of the 
United States infantry, and asks the difference in 
pay and rations between his rank as first lieutenant 
and a captain of infantry: referred to the Com- 
mittee on Military Affairs. Also, the petition of 
Elizabeth Gavett, praying that her name may be 
placed on the pension list: referred to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. ] 

Messrs. EVANS, FAIRFIELD, CARTER, 
SMITH, and NOYES, of Maine. 

[Mr. Farrrietp presented sundry petitions, and 
also offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House whether 
any application has been made by the British Go- 
vernment to the Government of the United States, 
for leave to march troops over the territory now in 
dispute between the Governments aforesaid; and, 
if so, the action of this Government thereon. 

Also, the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the improvement of Well’s 
harbor, in Maine.]} 

A message, in writing, was received from the 
President of the United States, by the hands of 
his private secretary, Apranam Van Buren, esq. 
and, on motion of Mr. SMITH, referred to the 
Committee on Commerce. 

The SPEAKER laid before the House a com- 
munication from the Secretary of War, covering 
a report from the Chief Engineer, in reference to 
the improvement of Little Egg Harbor, which, on 
motion of Mr. SMITH, was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. DAWSON olered the following, whick lies 
over one day: 

Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of War be requested 
to communicate to this House what number of the 
Cherokee tribe «f Indians is yet remaining within the 
limits of the Stateof Georgia; how many have gone 
west of the River Mississippi, in conformity with 
the late treaty between that tribe and the Govern- 
ment of the United Siates; whether he apprehends 
any difficulty in removing those who yet remain, 
when the time stipulated for their removal shall 
arrive; what portion, if any, of said tribe have siz- 
nified their intention to conform to said treaty; 
whether Le has any information in his Department 
indicating a hostile intent among said Indians to- 
ward the citizens of Georgia; and whether he has 
any reason which may incline him to apprehend 
that said Indians or any part of them may commit 
acts of violence upon the citizens or depredations 
upon the property, about the time they shall by the 
treaty be required to remove; what military force 
he has established in that section of the: Union to 
secure the enforcement of the treaty, if necessary, 
and to prevent acts of violence or depredations by 
the Indians; whether he contemplates an increase 
of military strength in that section; to what extent 
and at whattime. And thatthe Secretary be re- 
guested to say whether any precantionary measures 
shou!d be adopted on the part of Congress to aid 
his Department in causing the execution. of the 














treaty with the Cherokee tribe of Indians, and pre- 


, Venting acts of viclence and depredations from said 


} 
ounty Jands drawn by them, and to locate others 
in lieu thereof, 
On motien of Mr. CFELILDS, 
Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
| 
ii 
ti 


following resolution was adopted: 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
constructing a ship and steamboat canal around the 


Indians or any part of them. 

On motion of Mr. WHITE of Kentucky, 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of establishing a mail route from Pits- 
ville, Kentucky, to Legan Court-house, Virginia; 
also, to establishea mail route from Richmond, 
Kentucky, to Nicholassville, Kentucky, via the 
mouth of Silver creek; also, to establish a mail 
route from Harlan Court-house, to intersect the 
mail route leading from Perry Court-house, Ken- 
tucky, to Scott Court-honse, Virginia, at the Poor 
Forth post office. 

On motion of Mr. RARIDEN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
reviving and continuing in force the act authorizing 


certain soldiers of the war to surrender the 
} 


be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for establishing a term of ihe District 
Court of the United States for the northern district 
of New York, at Rochester, in the county of 
Monree. 

On motion of Mr. WIIITTLESEY of Connec- 
ticut, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- 
ing a bill making Bridgport, in the district of Fair- 
ield, Connecticut, a portof entry for the admission 
of foreign vessels. 


On motion of Mr. BRONSON of New York,-the 


Falls of Niagara, and that the report of the Secre- 
tary of War to the House of Representatives, bear- 
ing date the 14th of April, 1836, together with the 
maps and accompanying documents, (which docu- 
ment is numbered 214 of the first session of the 24th 
Ccngress) together with all other papers on fiie 
with the Clerk of this House relating to that sub- 
ject, be referred to said committee. 

Mr. CHAMBERS of Kentucky offered the fol- 
lowing, which lie over one day: _ 

Resolved, That the Secretaries 


of State, Trea- 


tion. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct 
ed to inform the House, whether in estimating the 
amount of money received for postage on letters 
and papers transmitted by the Express mail, he in- 
cludes afy estimate of postages cn Jettersor papers 
transmitted by that mail from himself or any offi 


departments by the Express mail since its imstitu- 


cer or ofitcers of his Department, having the privi- 
lege of franking, through the ordinary mail; and if 
so, what amount of postages in letters and papers 


sury, War, and Navy be directed severally to re- 
| port to this [Touse the amount of postage paid on 
| letters and papers transmitted from their icspective 


| from his Department are so included, or is subject 
to be included, from the first establishment of the 
Express mail, 

On motion of Mr. GRAHAM, 

Reso/ved, That the petition of F. Carter, as ad- 
ministrator of Charles Williamson, with the ac- 
companying papers on the file of the House, asking 
corporation for public lands bought by them, and 
tor which they cannot get patents, be referied to the 

| Committee on Private Land Claims. 
|} Mr. MALLORY offered the following, which 
lies over: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be directed 
to cause a continuation of the survey for an inland 
route between Charleston, South Carolina, and 
Norfolk, Virginia, (authorized by an act of the 
last Congress,) beginning at the northeastern ter- 
mination of the Dismal Swamp Canal, an:! extend- 


tween the canal and Gosport, with a view to ascer- 
taia the expediency of continuing the canal ‘to that 
place, or improving the river. 

Qo motion of Mr. J. JOHNSON, 

Resolved, That the Commitiee on Pablie Lands 


| 
| ing to Hampton Roads, and 2:so the country be- 
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be instructed to inquire injo the expediency of mak- 
ing appropriations of lands to satisfy the warrants 
or scrip which have been issued, or which may 
hereafter issue, according to the resolutions and 
laws of the United States, andof the State of Vir- 
ginia, for Revolationary services. 

On motion of Mr. CRAIG, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 


and Post Roads inquire into the expediency of esta- 


blishing a post Toute from Liberty, in the county 


of Bedford, to Buchanan, in the county of Bote- 
tourt, State of Virginia. 
On motion of Mr. PENNYBACKER, 
Resolved, That the Commitice on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instracted to inquire into the 
propricty of allowing to the clerks in the Post 


Office in this city, the ten per cent. allowed to the 
clerks in the several offices of Government by the | 


general appropriation law of 1837, 


On motion of Mr. STEWART, 


Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Office | 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the ex- | 


pediency of establishing a post route from Patrick 
court-house in Virginia, to Mount Airy in the State 
of North Carolina. 

On motion of Mr. McKIM, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 


instructed to inquire into the expediency of report- | 


ing a bill to encourage the employment of boys ‘in 


the merchant vessels of the United States, when | 


bound to foreign ports. 

On motion of Mr. HAWKINS, 

Resoived, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquire into the expediency 


of issutng.a duplicate military land warrant, here- | 


tofere issued to Crawford Johnsen, a soldier of the 
Revolution; which has been lost. 

On motion of Mr. CLARK, 

Resolved, That the Committee on 
Pens ons be inst ito i quire into the propriety 
of all gto Jonathan Chandler, a soldier of the 
Revolution, a pension, and that the petition and 
papers of said Chandler now on file, be referred to 
said commiitee. 

On motion of Mr. CURTISS, 

Rssolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
iaing by law to abolish imprisonment for debt, on 
issuing out of the Circuit and District 

the United States, 
imprisonment and arrest for debt have 
been abelished by the laws thereof. 

Mr. SLADE offered the 
over one day: 


Resolved, ‘That the Secretary of the Treasury be 


Revolutionary 


e istracted 


ourts of 


b 

\ 
process 
( 


yuerein 


following, which lies 


directed to lay before this House a statement show- | 
which | 


have been purchased under the laws granting the | 


ing the number of acres of public lands 
right of pre-emption, distinguishing the several 
laws under which, and the several Statesand Ter- 
ritories in which such purchases 


information which may be jp possession of his de- 
partment, touching any associations which may 
have been formed by intruders on the public lands, 
for the parpose of adjusting their relative rights of 


occupancy, and of pulting down competition at the | 


public sales of such lands. 

Mr. TAYLOR offered the following, which lies 
over one day: 

Resolved, ‘That the Commitiee on Revolutionary 


Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedien- | 


cy of amending the third section of the act entitled 
** An act granting hali-pay to widows or orphans, 
when their husbands and fathers have died of 


wounds received in the military service of the | 


United States, in certain cases, and for other pur- 
poses,” approved July 4, 1836, so as to extend the 
provisions of that section to all widows of officers 


and soldiers of the war of the Revolution, whose | 


husbands were entitled to a peusion. 

On motion of Mr. HOLT, 

Resolved, ‘That. the Committee on Claims be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of refunding 
to Jonathan Clark, esq. of Hampton, Conn, the 
sum of thirty dollars, by him paid into the Trea- 
sury of the United States for a patent which was 
not taken out, and he has abandoned the same. 

On motion of Mr. THOMAS, 


ineach of the States | 


have been made: | 
and that he also be direcied to communicate any | 


CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


@ Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims be instructed to inquireinto the expediency 
of providing by law for the payment of the claim 
of Henry Hoffman, for military services rendered 
in the Revolutionary war. 

On motion ef Mr. HOWARD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of conti- 
uuing an act of Congress, passed the 10th of March, 
1828, for the collection of tonnages on vessels at 
the port of Baltimore, to be applied towards the 
preservation of the harbor. 

On motion of Mr. WORTHINGTON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Claims, be instructed to inquire into the propriety 
of allowing to the heirs of Edward Pannell, the 
amount due on a certificate signed by Lord Butler, 
assistant deputy quartermaster general of the army 
of the United States, in the Revolutionary war. 

On motivn of Mr. LINCOLN, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Public 
Buildings be instructed to inquire into the condition 
of the buildings occupied as offices of the Navy 
Department, and the occasion for additional con- 
vedient accommodations to the officers and clerks 
employed therein; and into the expediency of en- 
larging the building and providing the means of 
greater security from destruction by fire of ihe 
valuable papers and records which it contains. 

On motion uf Mr. PHILLIPS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed toinquire into the expediency of erecting 
a beacon upon the ledge of rocks at the mouth of the 
harbor at Manchester, in the State of Massachu- 
setts, or of removing the same. 

On motion of Mr. FAIRFIELD, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation for the improvement of Wells’ 
Harbor in Maine. 

Oa motion of Mr. REED, 

Resolved, That the Commitice on the Post Office 
and Post Roads be instructed to inquire into the 
expediency of reducing the rate of postage. 

On motion of Mr. CALHOUN of Massachu- 


) -Setts, 


Resolved, That the Committee on Invalid Pen- 
sions consider the expediency ot making further 
provision for the surviving soldiers of the “Old 
Fourth Regiment of the United States Infantry.” 

On motion of Mr. MORRIS, 

Resolve, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expedi- 
ency of allowing a pension to David King of Brad- 
ford county, Pennsylvania. 

On motion of Mr. CHILDS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of pro- 
viding by law for establishing a term of the district 
court.of the United States, for the northern dis- 
trict of New York, at Rochester, in the county of 
Monroe. 

On motion of Mr. PHTLLIPS, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
permanent provision for releasing seamen from the 
payment of hospital money. 

Mr. FAIRFIELD offered the following, which 
lies over : 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House whe- 
ther any application has been made by the British 
Government to the Government of the United 
States for leave to march troops over the territory 
now in dispute between the Governments afore- 
said; and, if so, the action of this Government 
thereon. 

Mr. GRANT offered the following, which lie 
over one day: 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed to report to this House the whole amount of 
postage collected by his Department, on newspa- 
pers, for six months, ending June 30, 1837. 

Resolved, That the Postmaster General be direct- 
ed to report to this House a statement, exhibiting a 
list of all persons with whom he has contracted to 
carry Express mails, the length of each contract 
*®y measurement or estimate, the offices at which 
the Express Mail is opened on each route, the ave- 


rage weight of each mail, and the annual compen 

sation supulated to be paid to each and every oie. 
tractor on Express mail routes, and the duration of 
each contract. 

On motion of Mr. SLADE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs be instructed to inquire into the expediency of 
making compensation to the Vermont volunteers 
who went to Plattsburg upon the invasion by the 
enemy, in September, 1814. 

Mr. ADAMS offered the following, which ies 
over: 

Resolved, That the President of the United States 
be requested to communicate to this House a cop 
translation of all the pamphlets in the Spanish 
language, stated’in the report of the Secretary of 
State to this House to have been printed and cir. 
culated by the late Minister from the Republic ot 
Mexico, Gorostiza, before his departure from this 
country, and the- name of the Diplomatic function. 
ary from a foreign Government who communicat- 
a copy of said pamphlet to the Secretary of State, 

On motion of Mr. GRENNELL, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Military Af. 
fairs be directed to inquire into the expediency of 
granting a quarter section of land to Moses Pierce, 
of Massachusetts, late a soldier in the army of the 
United States, in consideration of his faithful ser. 
vice therein, for the term of twelve years, com- 
mencing in the year 1808; the said Pierce having 
failed in the benefit of the bounty in land granted 
by the Government to soldiers in the late war with 
Great Britain. 

On motion of Mr. PARKER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Revolutionary 
Pensions be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of restoring to William Andrews his pension of 
eighty dollars a year, to cormmence at the time the 
same was reduced by the Commissioner of Pen- 
sions. 

On motion of Mr. FILLMORE, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Roads and Ca- 
nals be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of erecting a sea-wall or embankment, extending 
from the pier at Buffalo Harbor along the shore at 
the foot of Lake Erie, sufficiently far to protect the 
public works, harbor, and city of Buffalo, from 
injury by inundation from the lake’in case of high 
water; and also, into the expediency of making any 
other improvements in the public works at Buffalo 
Harbor, or additions thereto, necessary to screen 
said works and protect said harbor and the adja- 
cent lands from injury by the sudden rise of the 
waters of said lake, and report to this House. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of re- 
quiring the District Court of the Northern District of 
New York to be held a portion of the time at thecity 
of Buffalo; and of requiring causes arising within a 
a certain district of territory adjoint thereto, to be 
tried at the terms of said court held in the said city 
of Buffalo. 

On motion of Mr. LYON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Commerce in- 
quire into the expediency of increasing the appro- 
priation heretofore made for the erection of a ma- 
rine hospital in the city of Mobile, to an amount 
safficient to purchase a suitable site for the same, 
and to complete the requisite buildings. 

On motion of Mr. GRANTLAND, 

Resolved, That the petition of F. Carter and the 
administrators of Charles Williamson, with the 
accompanying papers on the file of this House, 
asking compensation for public lands bought by 
them, and for which they cannot get. patents, be 
referred to the Committee on Private Land Claims. 

On motion of Mr. LAWLER, 

Resolved, That the application of the president 
and directors of the Gainesville Railroad Company 
for a right of way over the public land, and for the 
right to use such timber and materials as may be 
necessary in the construction of the road, be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Public Lands. 

On motion of Mr. SNYDER, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Public Lands 
inquire into the expediency of establishing a Sut- 
veyor General’s office for the State of Illinois. 

On motion of Mr. BOON, 

Resolved, That the Committee on Publie Lands 
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